A Baf ing Da
Thursday, June 13, 2019 1:43 A
I have had the most baf ing afternoon. I wanted to start placing the video
from FB onto my website. All afternoon. I do everything right but no video
plays, just a black box.LOL I tried on different computers, different
browsers, shutdown and turn on. Nothing. Finally after several hours, I tried
adding the video to a different page and worked. Whew, what a relief. The
are no words to describe how just how dejected I was becoming. Less than
ten days to leaving, and this.LOL ugh! Some how my main body of the
page was moved to the footer section controlled by a master page. I moved
the body back into the body section and wha la video displays and plays
just like I was expecting late this morning. LOL
In all trying this and trying that, I have my local test site and live site on the
web out of sync again. When it happens it takes hours to re sync cos of all
the pictures and videos it uploads again, Ugh, I hate that thinking. The
page changes, Not the pics or videos. lo
I can't wait for my time camping in Denali and I look forward to this view. :
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Pre Departur
Sunday, June 16, 2019 4:35 A

The time is getting close to leave and head north. I am getting really
excited thinking about it. I need to get busy and start nalizing things in
order to depart. It almost sounds funny to say that and to Alaska.

Pre Departure day
Monday, June 17, 2019 10:39 P
This sure has been a frustrating day. I wanted to go to the store get another
storage device to store video and pictures. Get some new cables and
maybe get a super charged laptop for video editing. Too, to see if I could
get some help with phone settings, I was told there is no setting, it just does
it. Dinking around this afternoon I found the setting, under, "Touch ID &
Passcode." Near the bottom is a setting for USB Accessories. It was green
and I changed it to off. Problem solved and I didn't make anyone feel like a
dumb idiot. I did buy the storage and cables at a different store. The rude
rep changed my mind about spending that kind of money for a new laptop.
Next was to get a, "Hold Mail" set, almost forgot to do it and the last time
the postmaster wasn't very happy with me, I know because she told
me.LOL Well I happened to show up on a day the postmaster was out.lol I
did the 30 day and will let the chips fall where they may. Next, to get a
travel noti cation on credit card. LOL, Well travel noti cations are only good
for 21 days with this provider and even then there are times, even tho there
is a travel note, trans get agged as suspicious, and one has to call. Things
might have changed in Northern BC and the YK, but I wouldn't bet on it.
There are two full days I am completely without cell service. I haven't taken
the time to notice, "Are there still pay phones?" They have to be few and far
between. So much for trying to reduce the number of inconveniences. I
have to tell ya, at this point, be a lot easier just to set my rocker on my front
stoop and rock the summer away with good beer
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Pre Departure day
Tuesday, June 18, 2019 7:57 P
I spent this morning doing one more walk through of my camper. All looks
good. Stove works, microwave works, city water or fresh tank works.
refrigerator works topped off propane, generator and the truck. Trying to
decide whether to take another jack. Went through the motions with
cookware and bath. I wanna make sure I don't have to take time to go to a

.
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Departure Da
Thursday, June 20, 2019 2:59 A
Hi, I hope you are well and life is good.
Today was departure day. I did take the time to make sure the tanks were
empty. I then went to gas station and veri ed correct tire pressure. I was
happy that I didn’t do any short cuts. It was a good bad day. I ran out of gas
1 mile from Casper, Wyoming. A truck driver gave me a ride. He saw me
walking and stopped, backed up, and asked if I would like a ride. I said,
“Boy would I.” I had a 5 gallon gas can. Carrying it to the gas station would
have been no problem. Walking back with 5 gallons fuel, would be another
story and I was not looking forward to it. A guy in a white truck saw me
starting to walk back and yelled at me to throw the gas can in the back of
the truck and hop in the other side. Perhaps silly, but it seemed like it was
up and up. He gave me a ride because he did the same thing I did, and
thought he could make it to Casper from Douglas, like I did. He told me he
put the truck in neutral going down hills.LOL Once back at the truck and
camper, he even offered to help me hold the funnel. Very kewl. I was able
to get the truck restarted. This being my rst time to run out of gas, I was
worried I would have to prime. Thank goodness I didn’t. It took some
cranking but the truck started and I was able to get to the gas station and
ll up. Before I ran out of gas, the truck was running great pulling the
camper. Afterwards, the truck said the trailer was connected but the tow/
haul light wouldn’t come on. Another light that I never seen before was on. I
couldn’t wait to get to the day’s destination so I could research it. I had to
do a rest stop and when I was leaving the tow/haul light came on and the
other light was off. I made it the rest of the way to my stopping point around
4:00pm MDT. I am safely parked and I have had dinner and did dishes. I
needed to get the bedding from the truck to make my bed to sleep tonight.
Though, there is a downside. Like I did when I went to the SE last year, I
did the same thing again today. For the second time out of 3, I didn’t
remember to bring a pillow. The other downer of the day, somewhere along
the way, I lost my spare tire cover. So, for not wanting to make any stops at
stores, I’ll be stopping tomorrow, when I see a Walmart, to buy a pillow. I
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store and get something. It seems all is set. I just need to load and be off.
Is it time to leave, already? I almost left today. I was afraid how far I would
try to go if I did. LOL Passport is packed, Meds and the like
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The Road - Day
Friday, June 21, 2019 2:35 A
Hi all, I hope you are well and all is good. I am good thanks
Today I left where I stayed last night in Sheridan, WY. It was a frustrating
night. Big Horn KOA is next to an interstate and every 25 minutes a train
would pass by. I might have slept a total of 2 hours continuous sleep. I
would not recommend staying there due to all the noise. I took my time this
morning getting ready and having breakfast. I wanted to call the dealership
I bought the truck and ask them about the what happened with the gauges
after I ran out of fuel. The tech I talked to said it just took time for everything
to get back into sync. I drove all day wither normal lights. One could think, I
learned my lesson from yesterday and apply it today. I wanted to. The wide
open spaces with service few and far between put me in another situation
of running out of gas. I thought there was another town, Ranchette, but I
must have missed the sign. I had to travel almost to Harding. I was almost
on empty again. :( Well that would be the last time dealing with that
nonsense. When I would come to a junction, I would ll up. The rest of the
day was good. I was very happy with the way the truck performed with all
the steep hills that was climbed today. Once I get in Canada tomorrow
morning, the roads are level until I get NW of Edmonton. Then there will be
rolling hills. Speeds are slower, too. Speaking of which, my other trucks had
the numbers for KM under the miles. My new truck, doesn’t I am trying to
remember what the speeds limit of 100kph translates to in miles per hour. I
will google. And, I need to remember in the morning to see if there might be
a setting on the truck. I wouldn’t be surprise if there was, the truck just
about has everything else.LOL I kept my word and when I entered Great
Falls this afternoon, there is a Walmart before one gets into the main part of
town. I bought me a pillow and an oven met. I wanted to get one that had
ngers. I saw on Youtube, a family used an oven glove to store the
silverware. I think it will work better than putting it in a plastic zip bag. I also
lled up still having 3/4 of a tank to get me the rest of the 89 miles, I still
had to go today. I reached my destination and stayed at my rst choice to
stay at tonight. I was right about not needing to make a reservation.
Besides me, There are 4 other campers that holds 63 spaces. I restocked
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am going to put my pillow case over a cushion back and use it for a pillow
for tonight.LOL Take care
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The Road - Day
Saturday, June 22, 2019 3:39 A
Hi all, I hope you and those closest to your heart are well and life is good. I
am ne, exhausted but ne. It was the longest driving day yet. It was
another night of not very good sleep. Around 1:30AM the wind blew hard I
was woke up with the camper shaking in the wind. Traf c coming from I15
made it dif cult to get back to sleep. I think I was able to get 2 hours at a
time twice. I was tired this morning but I didn’t let it deter me from lling up
with fuel and topping off diesel exhaust uid. I wanted to do it while I knew
there was a place. I just don’t know if they sell DEF at pumps in Canada
like in the USA. I do have spare incase. I had a chance and didn’t even
think about it. I did stop to top off the tank before entering Calgary and
didn’t think to check. I have to stop and remind myself I am not the USA
and to be nice again. I apologized for being short with the cashier. Oh wow.
Do I have a short memory or what. There was the two nice guys on
Wednesday that took time from their day to help me when I ran out of gas.
LOL I drove the 35 miles to Sweetgrass and was asked a few questions
and was allowed to enter Canada this morning. I had a great drive to just
south of Calgary, I drove into what I was expecting, rain, heavy rain and
had through Calgary and to almost Red Deer. I was able to make it to
Edmonton in good time and I followed my memory and knew the merge
from 2 to 216 would be a left so I was in the left lane. I made through
Edmonton in 25 minutes. I am now what I like to call, away from the
masses of humanity. An example, the state of Colorado square miles is
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water and the like, in the fridge. I did a much better job preparing dinner, I
didn’t spill it all over everything like I did last night.LOL Did clean up and
then turned my attention to cutting to size silver insulation for the windows.
Starting tomorrow, The farther north I get the longer day light. The window
ttings look and t great. OH yeah, there are parts of the Montana
mountains getting snow. Places above 6 thousand feet can get any where
from 6 to 12 inches of snow. Almost the end of June and there is snow
falling. Crazy stuff, I tell you. OH and as far as wildlife, Yesterday, I saw at
least 3 dozen Antelope. Today, all I saw was a deer. I should start to seem
more wild life starting tomorrow. Not looking forward to driving in Calgary
and Edmonton tomorrow. But I am looking forward to leaving the mass of
humanity and my review mirrors.LO

more than the total population of the Yukon territory. I was worried I might
get stuck in Friday afternoon traf c, but didn’t. I made it to my stopping
point for the day around 5:30PM. I was on the road by 8:00am this
morning. So it was a long day of driving. There were two mishaps, one
when I was draining the tanks this morning, I discovered, I had a leak at the
valve. I tightened the loose bolts, tonight, and that seemed to do the trick.
I’ll know more in the morning when there is more to be dumped. The other
mishap, which was a major disappointment because all I wanted to do was
eat, write this entry and go to bed way early, it is now 930pm. I happened to
glance towards the head of the bed and it looked wet. It was wet. I have no
idea where or how it got wet. Everything else, was dry below in the storage
bin. I spent the time drying the bedding. It had to be during the heavy rains
going through Calgary. I am so hoping to get to Dawson Creek early
tomorrow so I can get updated pictures of my rig in front of the, “Alaska
Highway Sign.” Tomorrow if I am still tired and want to stop, there are more
places I can stop and rest up and not be worried if someone will come to
the door, telling me I can’t stay here. There were brief moments I started to
get excited about tomorrow and the day after. More wildlife sightings. I idid
see a deer today and it kinda looked injured. If I do make to Fort Nelson,
might stop sooner, there will be more of a chance to see bear. I do hope so.
Well I am going to stop, I am tired and want to try while the dozing off is
good. Take care
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The Road - Day
Sunday, June 23, 2019 3:06 A
Hello, I hope you and yours are well and life is good, I am good and feeling
good
WOW OH WOW where to begin describing today. It was a great day and
feelings I haven’t felt in a long time returned today. It was like seeing a
friend that hadn’t been seen in a very long time. I didn’t think I would
Since I have already mentioned my lack of getting good restful sleep, I’ll
begin there. I was able to sleep continuous for 4 hours. I had to get up and
was able to get two more hours of good deep sleep. I felt more rested since
Wednesday morning when I left
I thought I would try something different this morning and try and leave
before 8:00AM. I got up at 6am, when everything was all said and done
getting breakfast and all. I was leaving again at 8:00AM. When I drained
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the tanks this morning, no leaks, Great!!! AND, as I was putting the dump
hose away, just for grins I thought I would try putting the hose in the tube
provided on the camper. I hadn’t considered it before because watching
YouTube videos, it wouldn’t t my type of hose. But it did. I was so happy
and excited not having to put the hose in a garbage bag that rips and tears
back into the storage bend to contaminate everything. Anyway, I was
leaving in a dense fog this morning. I didn’t have to drive long before
driving into sunshine and blue skies. But as I was approaching tonight’s
destination, yep, more rain. The sunshine I did get today was great. It was
a fun day. The truck performed great. At one time, I was getting close to 23
miles per gallon. Of course there were not as many long uphill climbs today
and unlike yesterday, I had no head wind, I had a tail wind. I thought
something was wrong with the truck at rst, I was cruising at 67MPH and
the RPMs were only 1500.LOL I happened to look at the trees and the way
there were leaning, explained why the truck was hardly having to work.
Too, I had a fraction of the traf c to contend with. There were so many
times today I was actually enjoying driving again, nah, I enjoyed the whole
day driving. Each town I drove through getting to Dawson Creek was
surprising. Places there were only a gas station and a store, 10 years ago,
are now full blown towns and growing. It made me think of mom and our
rst trip driving to Alaska. I was really missing her today and wished she
was with me. Oh before I forget. By the time I reached Dawson Creek and
the Welcome to the Alaska Highway Sign, It was crowded and RVs were
lined up to be able get pictures under the sign. I said, nope, I want to get on
down the road. Which is too bad, I wanted to stop and go into the gift shop
and get a bumper sticker for my camper, besides getting pictures. I made
better time today than I did two years ago as I didn’t stop in Dawson Creek
or Fort Saint John looking for a socket that would t the lugs on the trailer.
The highlight of the day had to be seeing my rst black bear of the year. It
was gorgeous, it had a nice coat and looked like it was nding plenty to eat.
It turned and gave me a pro le view with nose high in the air smelling
something. No pictures due to spotting it late to be able to get stopped. I
was hoping I would see bears today, but realistically wasn’t expecting to
see bears until tomorrow, along with sheep, and bison. The rest of the drive
was very relaxed. I did stop at Boston Pizza to have pasta. The place has
good pasta. While there, I called an RV park I wanted to stay at tonight to
see if they had space. It was a back in site and I did terrible. But I am

parked and I have nothing but good feelings and I am excited about
something, YES!! Well that is all for now. Take care

.
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The Road - Day
Sunday, June 23, 2019 3:06 A
Hello, I hope you and yours are well and life is good, I am good and feeling
good
WOW OH WOW where to begin describing today. It was a great day and
feelings I haven’t felt in a long time returned today. It was like seeing a
friend that hadn’t been seen in a very long time. I didn’t think I would
Since I have already mentioned my lack of getting good restful sleep, I’ll
begin there. I was able to sleep continuous for 4 hours. I had to get up and
was able to get two more hours of good deep sleep. I felt more rested since
Wednesday morning when I left
I thought I would try something different this morning and try and leave
before 8:00AM. I got up at 6am, when everything was all said and done
getting breakfast and all. I was leaving again at 8:00AM. When I drained
the tanks this morning, no leaks, Great!!! AND, as I was putting the dump
hose away, just for grins I thought I would try putting the hose in the tube
provided on the camper. I hadn’t considered it before because watching
YouTube videos, it wouldn’t t my type of hose. But it did. I was so happy
and excited not having to put the hose in a garbage bag that rips and tears
back into the storage bend to contaminate everything. Anyway, I was
leaving in a dense fog this morning. I didn’t have to drive long before
driving into sunshine and blue skies. But as I was approaching tonight’s
destination, yep, more rain. The sunshine I did get today was great. It was
a fun day. The truck performed great. At one time, I was getting close to 23
miles per gallon. Of course there were not as many long uphill climbs today
and unlike yesterday, I had no head wind, I had a tail wind. I thought
something was wrong with the truck at rst, I was cruising at 67MPH and
the RPMs were only 1500.LOL I happened to look at the trees and the way
there were leaning, explained why the truck was hardly having to work.
Too, I had a fraction of the traf c to contend with. There were so many
times today I was actually enjoying driving again, nah, I enjoyed the whole
day driving. Each town I drove through getting to Dawson Creek was
surprising. Places there were only a gas station and a store, 10 years ago,
are now full blown towns and growing. It made me think of mom and our
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rst trip driving to Alaska. I was really missing her today and wished she
was with me. Oh before I forget. By the time I reached Dawson Creek and
the Welcome to the Alaska Highway Sign, It was crowded and RVs were
lined up to be able get pictures under the sign. I said, nope, I want to get on
down the road. Which is too bad, I wanted to stop and go into the gift shop
and get a bumper sticker for my camper, besides getting pictures. I made
better time today than I did two years ago as I didn’t stop in Dawson Creek
or Fort Saint John looking for a socket that would t the lugs on the trailer.
The highlight of the day had to be seeing my rst black bear of the year. It
was gorgeous, it had a nice coat and looked like it was nding plenty to eat.
It turned and gave me a pro le view with nose high in the air smelling
something. No pictures due to spotting it late to be able to get stopped. I
was hoping I would see bears today, but realistically wasn’t expecting to
see bears until tomorrow, along with sheep, and bison. The rest of the drive
was very relaxed. I did stop at Boston Pizza to have pasta. The place has
good pasta. While there, I called an RV park I wanted to stay at tonight to
see if they had space. It was a back in site and I did terrible. But I am
parked and I have nothing but good feelings and I am excited about
something, YES!! Well that is all for now. Take care

The Road - Day
Tuesday, June 25, 2019 2:03 A
Hi all, I hope you and yours are well and life is good
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Today I didn’t do much of anything. When I woke up this morning I just
didn’t want to drive today. I didn’t have to either. I am far enough north I
should be able to get to my rst destination on time for the rst
reservations. I went to the of ce and booked another night. I enjoyed not
driving today. And for the most part I did nothing. I did walk to the grocery
store to get some apples and bananas, I also bought disinfecting wipes.
After that I remembered to get the two sections, that I suspect where the
leak is coming from caulked. I also got the generator out and made sure all
is working. And it is. I wanted to try and arrange things to have the
generator in an easier place to access. But really couldn’t nd a way to
anchor/secure like it is now. As of right now. I am going to dry camp the
next two nights, next to a lake with pretty scenery everywhere you look.
After that I had some lunch. Then I took a nap. While it was still sunny with
an approaching storm, towed the camper to dump the tanks. Too, I won’t
have to worry about it in the morning. But, I still may dump again and if no
one is waiting like this afternoon, I am thinking I want to rinse the tanks out.
I then made dinner ate and cleaned up. I started to put things away, less to
do tomorrow when I leave. Not very exciting today.LOL I’m pretty sure I will
not have cell phone service to be able to do uploads and updates. I will

write about each day and when I have internet, I’ll post then. That is about
it for now
Take Care.

The Road - Day 7 Crossroad
Wednesday, June 26, 2019 2:04 A
To Continue or Head for Home???
Hi all, I hope you are well and life is good. I am doing okay. Not much to
say, except this has been a downer of a day. I wish I could speak the truth,
but I know this isn’t the place to air. I did everything I wanted to do today. I
did dump tanks again, this morning. When I reached Whitehorse, I did stop
at the chevy dealer to get oil just incase. I lled up the tank and proceeded
to seek out a place to get propane. I did get some in Haines Junction,
Yukon. I was all set to boondock/dry. Then 10 minutes out from Haines
Junction, it dawned on me, I forgot to ll fresh water. I so absent minded. I
still went to the place I wanted to camp, thinking, I’ll stay until what water
there is, is gone. I was shocked when I arrived at the place I wanted, I was
going to be the only one there. I proceeded to setup camp and then to my
right, guess what I happened to notice? Yep, fresh bear scat. That was it for
anymore ideas of camping there when I have nothing to defend myself if
something happened. I broke camp for the second time today and ran like
a coward. I looked in the Mile Post magazine and found a RV Park not far
from where I was at. I am settled in there for the night. In the morning I’ll
decide if I want to continue with this trip or just go home. As hard as I am
trying to enjoy it, I just can’t. I’m so tried(not enough continuous sleep at a
time) and tired of being alone and lonely and seeing other people to share
this with. At this point the money going to be lost, simply doesn’t matter.
Sorry to disappoint but that’s what I do, I disappoint. If there is a post
tomorrow, I proceeded with the trip. If not, I have gone home and I’ll be
dark forever, there after. I hate being this damn sad in the area that lls me
up with life and excites me. this trip it isn’t happening. I wish nothing but
peace
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The Road - Day 8 Arriving in Alask
Thursday, June 27, 2019 1:52 A
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Hi, I hope you and yours are well and life is good. I am feeling much better
today than yesterday. I was nally able to get some good continuous sleep.
It was getting to me because lack of sleep almost costed me my life once. I
didn’t want it to happen again, not now, not here
This morning I left the Cottonwood RV park in the Yukon south of
Destruction Bay. I turned right and continued to nish what I set out to do,
get to Alaska and video wildlife. The road from Destruction Bay to Beaver
Creek Yukon, Canada was as I expected but not so bad. The camper and
I, made it just ne. Talking to a fellow this morning who traveled the road
yesterday was able to give me a scouting report. I was prepared for the
worst but I have actually seen that stretch of road in a lot worse condition.
When I reached the Alaska sign I saw a gal there and asked her if she
would mind getting a picture of me, rig and the Alaska sign. She agreed. I
found out after we made it through US customs that she was from
Colorado, too. I guess she noticed my license plate as well because she
waved as she passed me. I was pulled over to sign my passport, I though I
had signed it prior, but I didn’t. The boarder agent was kind about it and let
enter Alaska. Again, I was prepared for the worse roads from the boarder to
Tok, AK and again, I have driven that road in lot worse condition. I made it
to Tok and proceeded into Fast Eddie’s Restaurant to eat a Roast beef
sandwich. I also called the RV park I am staying tonight and tomorrow night
at to see if they could accommodate me. I then made camp and for the rst
time since last Wednesday unhooked the travel trailer from the truck. It
gave me a chance to readjust one of the tow stabilizer brackets. It was
slanted towards the truck instead of being straight up and down. Figures
the wrench came loose and I did a face plant, I am surprised my face was
alright. My upper right arm got the worse of it. I have a larger than life welt
when it scraped the stabilizer bracket while trying to tighten the bolts.
Anyway I got it done. I was happy I had all the right tools to do the job. With
camp setup and almost everything being hauled in the truck moved into the
camper to be put away proper. I then went to the RV parks car wash and I
thought I washed the truck but it is still dirty. I then went to liquor store to
get a good tasting beer called Alaskan White. I wanted the Alaskan
Summer but they didn’t have it. I came back to camp and checked for cell
and internet connection. My cell phone is working for my connection to be
able to upload this entry. I then proceeded to make reservations for Friday
and Saturday in Valdez, AK and a boat trip around Prince William Sound
with a company called Lu Lu Bell. I learned about them from youtube. I
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then made reservations at a beautiful place(Pictures to come later.) In the
past, I have always rushed by in a hurry to get to another place. Not this
time, I am going to spend two nights looking at mountains and glaciers
before going back into civilization, Anchorage, for my departure to King
Salmon and day trips to Brooks Falls and the bears. Oh yeah, speaking of
bears, I only saw one today. It was almost the shaggiest grizzly bear I have
ever seen. I spotted it as I drove by. It was hard to see due to it looking like
it was eating vegetation from inside a bush. I thought it was something that
a bicyclist had just ridden their bike right by there. Thinking back as I write
this, I hope she was only waving and not trying to ag me down. She didn’t
seem to be in distress, but I don’t know thinking back as I write this. After I
made my plans to ll in the gap between now and July 2, I went to the RV
parks restaurant to have dinner. The french dip sandwich, with home made
potato chips was very tasty. I have decided to go into Anchorage a day
early, to be able to have the truck serviced. And to buy groceries and other
odds and ends
There are no words to express how sorry I am for the end of yesterday’s
blog entry. I was tired and not happy to always be doing things alone. My
deepest and most sincere apologies. I wanted to edit the post but I lost cell
signal when another RV pulled in. There is no doubt this has been The
longest and hardest trip to Alaska by far. The trips mom and I made while
she was in a wheel chair wasn’t even close to being this hard. It was hard
because I wish I had someone to share it with

I am including pictures from last night, after I had already lost cell
coverage.
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Alaska - Alaska Day
Friday, June 28, 2019 2:14 A
Hello All, I hope you and those closest to you are well and life is good. I am
doing great, thanks
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Alaska - To Valdez UPDATED: Video of the drive today
Saturday, June 29, 2019 3:05 A
Hello all, I hope you and yours are well and life is good.I am doing great I
had a funtastic day driving from Tok, AK to Valdez, AK. When I left I wasn’t
sure I made the right choice to drive the Tok cutoff. I was told by just about
everyone I talked to, on the Alaska Highway, to avoid the Tok cutoff. But, I
was told to be extremely careful from Beaver Creek, Yukon to Tok the roads
were terrible. Well I will give em credit that the roads were bad, but as I
have said I seen em a lot worse. So, I gured maybe they just wasn’t use to
the roads. It didn’t take long to see wildlife. The rst was a grizzly hidden in
some trees. Again going to fast to stop to get video. I then spotted wee up
the road a moose cow on the other side of the road and as I crept closer it
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Today was a day of doing chores. I had breakfast or tried to. I had so much
on my mind that I would stop and do something wile I was thinking about it.
I did eventually nish eating. I then made a grocery list and went grocery
shopping. I also mailed a post card. I hope they get it. I then went back to
where I am camped and put things away. I then tried to tighten the
stabilizer bracket more just to be on the safe side. I then tried to gure out
this mini air compressor. As I suspected it just isn’t powerful enough and
the tire was being de ated instead of in ated. I ran into town and lled up
all the tires with air. Almost being back to camp I thought I should ll up the
tank and turned around to go back to town to ll up. I then proceeded to
ush out my dark holding tank. I then released more water from the fresh
water tank. I then lled up my drinking bottles and then did laundry. After all
the chores were completed, I cleaned up. I then tried to lay down and take
a nap but it wasn’t happening. I was hungry. I cooked dinner and just as I
nished eating, I received a text from my cell carrier informing I have about
exhausted my data on my plan. And, here I thought it was unlimited which it
is, but now I am roaming and on another carries network. I am not happy
about it, at least I had a sure way to upload blog entries. Now I am going to
be at the mercy of RV parks wi . Which isn’t always so good. I’ll continue to
write daily and when I have a connection, upload at that time. Tomorrow, I’ll
being moving south of here, to Valdez, AK for a boat excursion on Saturday
around Prince William Sound. Well that’s all for today. I know not very
exciting today. As far as wildlife, I saw a snowshoe hare
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moved into my lane and then ran off into the woods. I was able to capture
some on video. I captured video today with a video in mind. I hope youtube
is ready for my mug to be seen. LOL Well it was bumpy and was slow
going at 30 miles an hour at time but again I have seen the Tok cutoff in
worse shape. Then, we hit the road construction, I was expecting from the
scouting I did. It was one way traf c. When it was our turn to go, I thought
this isn’t so bad. But then we lost the pavement. For the second time on
this trip my travel trailer went off road. I just wen slow and easy and took
my time and made it through without incident. I thought I would be home
free, but I was wrong. The road report was right, bad and rough roads all
the way to gulonka or something like that. I then made it into Glennallen
where I was going to ll up and grab a hamburger and chocolate shake. I
was able to refuel easy enough. After that I parked and went into the
Copper Valley Visitor Center, with joke in mind. When I entered the visitor
center I was greeted and asked how they could help. I said, “I came in for
my T-Shirt that said I survived the Tok cutoff.LOL He were confused and
when he looked at me for more info, I winked. He then got it. LOL He said
he is discouraging people from driving that route. The place I wanted to eat
wasn’t open yet. I then went ahead and continued on to Valdez. Thoughts
of Halibut sh and chips lled my thoughts. I knew what I was going to have
for dinner. I came across more one way road construction and the agger
came to the truck and told me it could be 20 minutes. I thought perfect, the
low diesel exhaust uid warning light came on. I also had to go. I
proceeded to ll the DEF and then went into camper to go. I then had
enough time to talk to others that stepped out to stretch legs. As I made it
to the summit of Thompson Pass, I happened to glance at the current
temperature(see Pic). I made it to where I am camping for tonight and
tomorrow night. I set up camp being so hungry I could barely function. I
drove into Valdez, I am 4 miles outside of town. I went to the grocery
store(Safeway) and then went next door to the auto car wash and had the
truck washed. I then proceeded to try and nd the place to get my ticket for
tomorrows excursion on Prince William Sound. I can’t wait. After that I
looked for a place to eat halibut sh and chip and have ONE beer.LOL I
found Mike’s Palace. They were okay but I still think Captain Patties Fish
House in Homer is better. I was glad it wasn’t greasy. After eating I came
back to camp and wiped down the truck with a wet white towel.<BEG> Well
it was white, now it is brown.*shrug* I also took time to sweep out the truck
bed. The travel trailer was cleaned and disinfected yesterday. I am now
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writing this entry pausing to look out on the view I have from the picnic
table I am writing this from. It is my hopes to be able to add pictures. And
then get this uploaded. I had the time and felt motivated to get this
produced. Not the best, but I wanted to get it added today, which is really
tomorrow in 10 minutes Alaska Time. I hope you enjoy https://youtu.be/
CkWjz9QB0s
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Alaska - Cruising Prince William Sound UPDATE
Sunday, June 30, 2019 2:01 A
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Hi all, I hope you and those closest to your heart are well and life is good. I
am ne
Sorry this is late. It started early yesterday morning when a party rolled in at
2:30AM made enough noise to make the busiest construction site sound
quiet and then proceed to make a re and sit around chatting songs.
Needless to say, I only had 2 hours sleep the night before. Not exactly the
best circumstances to be going out on the water in a boat all tired. I was
determined to do this and I hoped I didn’t get sick in the process. I had
breakfast and made a protein drink. I also had a glass of OJ. I packed a
dehydrated beef and stew just incase, I gured since they serve tea on
board, they’d have 2 cups of hot water. I didn’t eat it. LOL I made my way to
town and was able to park the truck at their of ce. I had it in my mind that
the walk would be a fair distance but was no more than when at home, I’d
walk one direction to drop off plastics and then walk the other way to the
mail box. LOL Anyway, When I reached the dock was able to have a
conversation with two couples, one from Canada and the other from
Oregon. Then once on board met and talked with a couple from the Bay
Area in CA. We exchanged hopes for the day of wanting fabulous wildlife
pictures. The boat cast off and we were on our way. I had thoughts and
feelings of wishing mom was here to experience PWS with no rain. At this
point there was no tired. There was excitement of what laid ahead and my
rst chance to see PWS with no clouds or rain. Immediately, I was on deck
before we even left the boat harbor to take pictures. The Captain was so
knowledgable, having 40 years experience piloting his own vessel. I kept
hearing more horror stories of folks who had come up from the Kenai
Peninsula with all the smoke from a forrest re near Swan Lake. The rst
wildlife we saw was sea otters, they were bunched up all close together in
what is called a raft. The next was a humpback whale then there was two
and then three. One that we saw was apping its pectoral n on the water.
The whale rolled on the back and began slapping both pectoral ns on the
water. I was impressed with the captains ability to stay behind the whales
so we could capture good uke pictures. We then saw Stellar Seal Loins, a
bunch of them in and out of the water. I can’t wait for later today to produce
a video. We then saw Puf ns and the captain was able to maneuver the
vessel in nice and close to allow us to get some great pictures. There is a
difference in Puf ns, a Horned Puf n and a Tufted Puf n, I still get the two
mixed up. But these had a white face and white belly. As we made our way
to the Columbia Glacier, we did spot mountain goats, I was kinda surprised
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how dirty they were. I am use the mountain goats on Mt. Evans with pretty
snow white coats. Lol Might be the time of year and the shedding that
made the difference. I did capture video. We saw more sea otters and then
we started seeing large very large icebergs. Then they kept getting bigger.
We reached our destination and we were one quarter of a mile away from
the glacier. The crew got down to business taking pictures of guests who
wanted pictures with the glacier in the background. I had mine and I will
include a photo with this blog. I was able to see a lot of caving,
unfortunately, I never had the camera pointed in the right direction. It was
okay, it allowed me the chance to just watch for a change.LOL it was fun.
The last animals we would see would be more sea otters laying out being
sunned on a large iceberg. I think they got it right. Get too hot on one side
just roll over, be cool in a jiffy. LOL By this time, it was late in the afternoon
and being tired hit me like a ton of bricks. I found a place to sit and ride the
remainder of the cruise sitting. We made it back to dock and disembarked
the vessel. I walked back to the truck. I then drove over to a gas station to
ll up the truck and get more Blue DEF. My timing couldn’t have been
better, no waiting. I then made my way back to where I am camping. I was
glad to see the loud ones packing to leave. I put things away from the day
on the water, I had my stew and another glass of OJ and I was in bed
before 10pm. I slept a total of seven hours and I feel great I only have a 3
hour hour drive today. Might be longer just depends on construction. It was
another fantastic day in Alaska
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Alaska - Departing Valdez A
Monday, July 1, 2019 2:01 A
Hi, I hope you and those closest to your heart are well and in good health
and life is great.
I am doing and feeling great. On my third beer and I don't know why? Just
kidding, about not knowing why. Today, wasn’t very exciting at all compared
to yesterday. I wrote yesterdays blog entry while I ate my daily dose of
fruits, protein and water. I the began breaking camp to get on down the
road. Today was a four hour drive nothing compared to other days driving. I
made it to the summit of Thompson Pass easy enough. I planned
accordingly to have a healthy delay on this side of Thompson Pass due to
construction. Once stopped and out of the truck, I asked a couple ahead of
me if they wanted a picture with the hanging glacier as the background.
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They took me up on my offer and they liked the pictures I took of the two of
them. That in its self made the day. Seeing the smiles on their faces. It was
from there to Grand View Cafe and RV Park the truck ran hot and seemed
to struggle. It was when I stopped to ll up the truck, That I knew why. I had
been driving in to a pretty stiff head wind, DUH me.LOL It was only another
30 minutes from there to where I am going to be for the next two nights. I
made it checked in and proceeded to get settled. Once settled and water
bottles lled I came to the cafe to eat and drink some Alaskan White beers.
I had a great tasting swiss mushroom burger with lettuce and tomato. It
was good. The fries were not bad either. Another reason to love Alaska. I
can get plain old fashion french fries, unseasoned. I am sitting in the cafe
now writing this. I am working on a video I hope to upload tonight. We shall
see if the internet connection can handle it. That is about it. I hope you take
care and I will see you tomorrow. I am including some pictures from
yesterday. I hope you enjoy..
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Alaska - Back into a Cit
Wednesday, July 3, 2019 2:21 A
Hello, I hope you and those closest to you heart are well and life is good. I
am good, thanks
Today I moved into the city to start nal preparations for Katmai and to
restock up on supplies and such. It wasn't long after I left Grand View Cafe
and RV park and I saw a moose with a spring calf following close behind. I
went slow trying not to spook them but momma wasn’t having any of it and
they took up a hill and into some brush. I tried to get some video but I don’t
think I was able to get much. I should say my purpose for wanting to stay at
Grand View Cafe and RV Park was for the scenery. There is a forrest re
and all the smoke made it hazy with low visibility. So I couldn’t get pics of
the mountains or the glacier in the other direction. I may try again after
Denali. It was a nice easy drive the rest of the way. It should have been, as
it turned out today’s drive was only 2 hours. There were areas of

.
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Alaska - Rest Da
Tuesday, July 2, 2019 1:28 A
Hi all, I hope you and those closest to you are well and life is good, I am
ne
Today has been spent resting. I did some cleaning, charged the camera
batteries and cooked me a meal. I thought I should, I did pack all this food
to eat to save money eating out. LOL I also made sure some of the
electronics needed for over at King Salmon is ready and I have charging
and connecting cables and such. I have spent the rest of the time editing a
video and off loading still pictures from the camera. Well, I guess that is all
for now. I nally nished the video and uploaded. It can be viewed by
clicking on this link Prince William Sound. Take care
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continuous curves. I just took my time and made it through without any
trouble. I wanted to stop in Palmer, Alaska to wash the camper, but all the
road construction on the side roads ended any thoughts of that as I wasn’t
taking the camper onto any more gravel and dirt roads than I have to. So
the camper sits being dirty. I made my way to where I will be parking the rig
while over at King Salmon. Excitement is building by the moment to get to
Brooks Falls. I can’t wait. After I had the camper parked and setup, I drove
over to a chevy dealer to have the truck serviced to make sure all is okay.
Wanting to get the truck serviced, is the reason I came into the city a day
early. I was in an out in one hour, not bad for not having an appointment. I
was happy to have that done and the truck checked out ne. I tried to nd
beer twice. The rst time I just didn’t see a place. The second time out, I
found a place but guess what? I forgot wallet. I took that as a sign not to
have beer tonight, so I won’t. LOL I had a nice meal that I cooked, I
cleaned up afterward and now I’m writing. Too, thoughts of Denali are
increasing. Denali is my favorite place and I’ll be spending almost 3 weeks
there. I have also decided I am going onto the Kenai Peninsula. I want to
get to Homer and hopefully say Hi to friends there and eat at Captain
Patties Fish House. Then go over to Seward for another day on the water. I
plane on doing that the 8th through the 14th. Well, that is about it for now.
As always, take care..
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Alaska - To King Salmo
Friday, July 5, 2019 3:20 A
Hi all, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I hope a
Funtastic 4th of July was had. I am doing well and had a good 4th being out
among people was different. The day was interesting to say the least.
Unlike previous years and ying over to King Salmon on Penn Air, I ew on
Alaska Airlines. That meant I had to go through security. I was agged for
special screening. I was asked if I wanted to have it done private or done
right there in public. Shoot, I have nothing to hide so I had the pat down
right in public.LOL I am surprised my walking stick was able to be carried
on board the plane and didn’t require being checked. The walking stick has
a very sharp point. It was different to sit in an airport and watch all the
people come and go. I am glad, so glad, I don’t have to do that very
often.LOL I am so glad to have bad lucky because without it, I wouldn’t
have any luck at all. On an jet liner that was only half full I had people
sitting next to me, me having the window seat. Even in the vast expanses
of Alaska I still manage to get crowded. Oh well, it was only a 45 minute
ight and not a longer ight. Made it to King Salmon in good time and I
swear as we were on nal approach, I could see Ninnak Lake, something
like that. That excited me. By the way, have I mentioned, that it is hot here.
It is hot, damn hot. I am making it through it though. I am so glad to be

.
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Alaska - Waitin
Thursday, July 4, 2019 3:59 A
Hi, I hope you are well and life is good. I am good thank you. I do not know
how this entry will turn out as I do not have a lot to say. I got up with plans
to get supplies and have a good breakfast. I was delayed with thoughts of
how close it is to me being in KS and bear viewing at Brooks River and
falls. I pushed myself out the door and went to Walmart. I knew they would
have everything on my list. I like one stop shopping, they even had the beer
I wanted, India Pale Ale. I brought them back to the camper and set out to
have breakfast. I then came back and started to pack. I needed to gure
out a way to pack my walking stick/dragging noise maker/mono pod. I
gured out a way to do it. We shall see. I then took a nap, had dinner and
am waiting for tomorrow. FYI unless I have cell phone coverage, I will not
have internet til I get back Sunday. Take care. I wish a Happy 4th of July to
all

away from Anchorage and the smelly RV park. The entire trip I was
conscious that I smelled. I was surprised the lodge I am staying at didn’t
provide transportation from the airport. I had to use a taxi to get to the
lodge. As soon as I was settled in the lodge, knowing it was steak night as
well as 4th of July, I ate early to leave room for others. I then went back to
my room and took a long shower. I am now sitting in the bar writing today’s
entry. Since I had to provide my own transportation to the lodge I called
Katmai Air to nd out if they will pick me or if I had to get there on my own.
As it turned out, it is a good thing I did call as I was scheduled to y over to
Brooks at 8am in the morning. I will be picked up and taking over to where
the oat planes depart and I need to be ready to be picked up at 6:15AM
for a 7:00AM departure. I get one extra hour tomorrow over at Brooks. Woo
hooo!!!!. I have all the cameras, all being 3, plugged in getting batteries
charged. I pray my old Sony Handy Cam, makes it through the next 3 days.
It is a big deal because there is not a cam made these days, that has all the
features of this cam with GPS and to me super good zoom ability. No
matter what, I will do the very best I can with what I have to work with. I
have to laugh, I have my day pack packed with my hat, gloves and face
warmer. I also have my heavy duty rain coat packed. I feel silly but rather
have and not need than need and not have. Well, that is it for now. Please
take care
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Alaska - Day 1 Brooks Fall
Saturday, July 6, 2019 4:51 A
Hi all I hope you are well and life is good. I am doing great. My
expectations of the day was exceeded far and away. I was so happy I was
going to get an extra hour at Brooks. An extra hour at Brooks before the
day trips get there is great. Even before we landed bears could be seen as
we landed, a sow with cubs. I attended bear school and passed. I was on
my way to the lodge to ll up two water bottles, I brought. I knew it was
going to be hot. I then went over and con rmed my departure time. As I
hoped and wanted, it was the last plane back to King Salmon. It was time
to get to the falls. I wanted to have as much interrupted time as I could. I
didn’t get very far up the road as I spotted a bear walking down the road
towards us in a normal walk. We backed up and walked up another road.
Right infant of us it walked in to the woods and disappeared. Pretty kewl for
only being at Brooks for just about one hour. I can tell you now, that the
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smile I have now re ecting isn’t even close to the one I had walking the rest
of the way to the falls. I ended up having a few hours before I was called
off. I immediately put my name back on and proceed to nd a bench n the
shade to sit and hydrate. It was again my turn back at the falls. I was able
to be there for another hour. I was pleased with the time I was able to get. I
decided since the wait was long, I’d go back to the lodge and have some
food and rest. After eating I was going to try and look to see who was ying
for a company I am familiar with. I didn’t get far and a sow with 2 cubs was
walking towards me, I moved up to the bear school building and waited for
them to pass with another group. It was funny one fellow actually thought
her could walk rightist me, I brushed him to the side saying excuse me. He
didn’t take it to well, oh well. With nothing else to do I ended up walking the
new bridge to see if there were bears in the lower river. There were none. It
was way to hot to just stay at on the new bridge side outs. As hot as I was, I
made my way back to the falls. I am so glad I did. The lighting at this time
of day was just spectacular. I had the previous 3 visits to Brooks had cloudy
and rainy weather. As I captured video, thoughts of getting stuff on video,
one would see on a tour video. I was in awe with my luck, to be able to
have perfect conditions to take pictures and video. The area needs relief so
bad. It is hot very hot and dry. I was able to wait only a few minutes and I
was allowed back on the falls platform. I was there for a bit but decide I
was getting to hot. I retuned back to the lodge and waited for the plane that
would take me back to King Salmon where I am staying. It was a great day
but I was so tired all I did was have dinner and then go to sleep. I copied all
the pictures and video to my laptop while I ate. That was it, I returned to my
room and went to bed
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Alaska - Day 2 Brooks Fall
Saturday, July 6, 2019 10:48 P
Saturday was one fantastic day. WOW!!! I mean WOW!! Here let me try
again, today was WOW !!! Even before I left where I was staying at King
Salmon Lodge, waiting for Katmai Air to pick me up I saw a bear walking up
the driveway. I thought was pretty cool. Today was going to be a good day
and as it turned out it was. Made it to the Katmai Air of ce and then was in
a plane hiding out to Brooks in good time. I was hoping I would get the
same time at the Falls viewing platform as I had the day before. I lled up
both water bottles and started to walk out to the falls. I was surprised
walking across the new bridge and there was hardly anyone around. I
made to the other side not having run into one person walking to the Falls. I
had to walk it alone. I have done it before and all has always been ne but
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still there were feelings of nervous and anxious. As I walked the road to the
trail I kept a look out in front of me, behind me and to both sides. I had a
thought about if you see a bear to move off the trail, but what if one
happens to look back and there is a bear right behind you following you to
close for comfort? I decided if that were to happen, I would simply move off
the trail as far as possible remaining calm and hoping the bear wasn’t right
there. As I walked I would count to marching or go through the alphabet
naming cities for that letter. I decided thinking required to much energy. I
just counted out loud. Along the trail, I would see fresh scat and then I saw
a fresh pee trail that to me came from a boar. I made it to the gate and was
relieved. I didn’t see another person on the trail coming or going. LOL I was
on the Falls Viewing platform where I remained for the next couple of hours
taken pictures and video. During this time I found myself using the Canon
camera more than the Sony. I am happy thus far with the quality of the
pictures and video. I took a moment to look around and behind me to see
how crowded the platform was and there was hardly anyone there. It didn’t
seem like that much time had passed and my name was being called, that
my time was up. It lled up fast.LOL I took my leave made my way back to
the treehouse to put my name on the list. I asked if I would have enough
time to get down the trail to the outhouse and back. I was told yes, so I
made my way down the trail. I only made it to the gate as there were bears
up the trail playing. I wondered if they might be the same I spent time
watching until they moved out of sight on this side of the river. My main
cameras was packed so I reached for my iPhone to take pictures. I was
able to capture some nice pictures as the bear walked up the trail towards
the gate. The two bears moved off and was clear to walk the trail again. I
made it the outhouse and back with no other encounters. I was glad as I
didn’t want to lose my spot. After a lengthy wait my name was called. By
this time I was getting hot and tried to cool off, drinking my water that had
warmed. I heard the ranger say the wait is nearly two hours. I gured this
would be my last hour at the falls and it was. While I was out at the falls
platform, I saw the gulls scatter. From the past, I knew eagles will scatter
gulls. I started to look up and saw an eagle ying up the river towards the
falls. I was able to get a bit of video. I was so hot standing in the sun with a
long sleeve shirt and pack on my back. I walked out to the Rif es viewing
platform to take some pictures there before going back to the lodge for
lunch and to cool down. On my way back there were two ladies looking
down the trail and then back to me. As I reached them, I asked if everything
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was alright, they said there is a bear up a head and they lost sight of it.
They though it might be next to the trail laying down. I walked in front of
them to try and spot the bear and I didn’t see it. We walked a little further
looking off to the sides of the trail and then I saw it, the bear was walking
up the trail. Where we were in an area of the trail there were no real good
places to move very far off the trail. We moved off as far as we could and
asked the ladies to remain calm when the bear passed and it would pass
very close to us. The bear walked by not even giving us a glance. After it
passed and we allowed it a safe distance we proceeded down the trail. I
wanted to get video but just didn’t have a chance it happened too fast.
Back at the lodge I had lunch and after that I just didn’t have the energy to
go back out as I wanted to. I played it safe and stayed out of the sun. I was
able to do yesterday’s travel entry. Once back in King Salmon and at the
lodge it was a repeat of the night before, Copy pictures and video to laptop
while eating and then to bed…
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Alaska - Day 3 Brooks Fall
Monday, July 8, 2019 5:15 A
I woke up today not looking forward to it. It was going to be another hot day
for my nal day at Brooks Falls. As soon as we got to the of ce we were
told there is a weather delay due to fog. Not exactly how I wanted to start
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my last day at Brooks. While waiting I was able to see a sow with three
yearlings and I was able to get a couple of pictures. The weather lasted
until 10:30AM, two and a half hours late. When we landed I saw the day trip
plans already there. Bummer, I knew there would be a wait to get out to the
Falls. I checked in at the lodge and my return plane from Brooks was at
2:00pm. I wasn’t going to have very much time at all to see and be with
bears. I hurried to ll my water bottles and get out to the falls. I ran into
another that wanted to talk to me about bears. Then we ran into a couple
that joined us. My brisk pace was turned into a casual walk. When we got
to the treehouse there was a waiting list. I put my name on and proceeded
out to the Rif es to get all the video and pictures I could with the very little
time I would have. When my name was called it was already 12:33PM.
Katmai Air likes to have people back to the lodge 1 hour before the plane
leaves. That would mean I would have very little time, 10 minutes if I went
by the rules. I made my way out to the falls platform and found a place on
the lower deck. I took all the pictures and video, I could. I left the falls at
12:49PM to walk back to the lodge. I was so sad and disappointed not to
have had my full time today. I was back at the of ce and checked in. I was
asked how am I doing and I was honest. I told them I was terrible. My time
here at Brooks and being with the beers was over and I wasn’t ready for it
to be over. They kinda laughed and I actually was able to see a smile from
the one gal. That was neat. I went over to where they served beer and got
me one. I barely sat down and was told my plane was ready and to
proceed to the beach. It was only 1:30PM. Talk about be rushed off, I sure
was feeling that. Not only was my time cut into coming out today, But my
time being there was cut into departing 30 minutes early. Bumming going
into overdrive. The bummer was yet to come. Once back at the of ce in
King Salmon I was immediately rushed onto the bus to take me to the
airport. Okay, I thought, get my one bag checked and walk down a block to
a restaurant to drown my sorrows with more beer. Well that didn’t exactly
happen. I went to the machine to print boarding pass and bag tag. Well, in
going through the process, my reservation couldn’t be found. I was told to
go see an agent. I did and he couldn’t nd my reservation either. He then
asked for my itinerary number. I gave him the number and he immediately
saw the problem. My ight back to Anchorage was for last Thursday, the
same day I ew in. The only thing he could do for me was to give me the
number to the airline reservations and call. I ended up having to buy a last
minute ticket that was scheduled to lave at 4:05PM Almost 2 hours early
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than I had scheduled to leave. It costed me an additional $349 almost what
it costed to buy round trip back in May. After the ticket was purchased the
reservation agent saw what happened and took mercy on me, She
submitted a request for my no show ticket. She informed me that once a
ticket goes into no show status getting any reimbursement would be rare. I
thanked her for giving it a chance. I shall see. At this point I was feeling
relived and disappointed. Relieved that the events of the day happened the
way it did to have time to rebook. Otherwise I could have been hanging out
over night outside the airport. They say everything happens for a reason.
Well… I made it back to Anchorage and was able to get a taxi to my
camper. Once back at the camper I proceeded to unpack and put things
away getting ready for the next adventures in Homer. I am really hoping I
will be able to get a single seat on one of the day trips out of Homer. I had
a good dinner I cooked and went to bed. I wanted to be rested for the drive
to Homer driving through the burn area of the Swan Lake re where delays
could be encountered
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Alaska - To Homer Alask
Tuesday, July 9, 2019 3:02 A
I made it to Homer, AK today with really no problems. I had timed my travel
time to Homer, prepared for lengthy delays do to the Swan Lake forest re.
By being on the road by 8:15AM, I had very little traf c while driving the
Seward Highway down Turnagain Arm. It was the lightest traf c I have ever
experienced being down and back several times. I was able to relax and
enjoy the drive. As I was approaching some turn out, I saw two on surf
boards paddling out in anticipation of the tide coming in. I hear it is
something to see. If interested, more can be read by clicking on http://
www.alaska.org/advice/alaska-bore-tide. One of these times, I will stop and
watch the tide come in. This time like other times I wanted to get through or
to a place by a certain time. I wanted to get to where I expected to get
stopped due t the forest re. In actuality, I had no delays. And thus, stopped

at a car wash I knew of to nally wash my poor camper. It looks great
again. After I set up camp, I proceeded to the bear viewing of ce to see if I
could get a last minute trip back to Brooks and is a no go as they are fully
booked the two days I would be in Homer. I then made my way to Captain
Patties Fish House to satisfy a craving I have had since I left the area in
2017. I am happy the food still tastes great. I am going back to camp and
try to get current with my travel blog as I am three days behind. K, that is it
for now. I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good

Alaska - Homer Day
Wednesday, July 10, 2019 1:52 A
Hi I hope you and those close to you are well and life is great. I am good. I
woke up this morning as if I was going bear viewing. I went to where they
take off to see if there was a no show. I wanted to be there ready to go if
there was but no luck. I had to try. I would have felt terrible if there had
been a no show and missed out. I wanted to do the same this morning, but
decided since there was no calls from the of ce there wouldn’t be a
chance. I was trying to decide if less than 3 hours was worth $795.00 plus
tax to take me out tomorrow. I decided it wasn’t worth the price. I’ll save the
money for August and go out then. Besides, I need to stop procrastinating
and get to work to bring my Travel Journal current. Instead, I spent the
evening editing a video. The video can be seen here New Bear Video
There has been no calls because of cancelation. So no bear viewing
tomorrow either. Oh well. I hope to see bears while in Denali. Take care

.
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Alaska - Homer Day
Thursday, July 11, 2019 1:57 A
Hi all I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I have
spent most of the day working on bring my Travel Journal current. After this
entry, I will be current. I did take breaks to do other things. This morning it
was a very light misty in the air it made me think of getting a rain coat
ready. In the process I discovered one was missing. I found it tucked in a
pocket of the bag I used for trip to King Salmon. I never realized I had it
with me. I would have used it instead of carrying my heavy rain coat. Oh
well…After I was able to get entry completed, I took a break to ll up the
truck with no camper in tow. I then picked up some lunch to bring back to

eat. I worked on getting another journal entry done. Took another break and
schedule two boat trips on the water while in Seward, for Friday and
Saturday. One long boat trip and one short trip. One day to think things
through to make sure I have everything for Denali. I want to have
everything because of how expensive things are in the area. Tomorrow I’ll
be moving to Seward. I hope to get back through the re area as easy as I
did on Monday. I’ll let it be known in tomorrows entry…. Take care

Alaska - To Sewar
Friday, July 12, 2019 4:04 A
I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I had a good
drive from Homer to Seward, AK, today. I was again, able to drive through
the burn area with active re ghters on each side of the road. I saw
several groups of re ghters huddled around as if having meetings. I didn’t
have much traf c either. I made it to where am staying and setup camp. I
took advantage of having full hook ups for the camper and rinsed out my
tanks. I then cleaned up a bit before going into Seward. I went into town to
check in for tomorrows excursion on the waters of Kenai Fjords National
Park. I also found the place to buy some Halibut pieces. I was going to go
back to camp and cook but decided I was to hungry to wait the drive back
and then cook. I decided to eat at Ray’s Waterfront. I had some good
halibut sh and chips. While eating, I watched a vessel having engine
trouble hit the dock. That was interesting to watch. No damage and no one
was hurt. The vessel was able to dock and it wasn’t long before they were
trying to x it. I paid my bill and on my way out of town, stopped to get
some beer. I have been relaxing the rest of the time in my camper. It has
been a cool day. A nice break from the heat. I made a new video of my rst
day at Brooks Falls. You can view the video by clicking, Brooks Day 1
Highlight
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Alaska - Kenia Fjords NW Tou
Saturday, July 13, 2019 4:31 A
Back from a great day on the water today. I really enjoyed today. I saw a lot
of wild life. It was a great day, too, because the vessel was half full if that.
There was space to move about. Most time I had the lower platform to
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Alaska - Kenia Fjords National Park Tou
Sunday, July 14, 2019 4:32 A
Hi all I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am doing
well. I am out on the water again today. So far a Bald Eagle, Sea otter and
Humpback whale has been seen. It is a cloudy day with a drenching mist.
So far it appears the day is going to be a day to ride around and look at a
bunch of water and clouds. It appears the day on the water in Valdez has
spoiled me. The skipper of this vessel leaves a lot be desired. Rushed by
Stellar sea lions while sitting at gulls. It is sad to think the skip is giving the
passengers a treat. It is so obvious the skip could care less and going
through the motions. I am strongly considering going back to Valdez and
another trip on the Lu-lu Belle. I will have to call and see what may be
available. I am back at my camper now. The rest of the day wasn't all mist.
There were times it was just cloudy. Just as we arrived at the Holgate
glacier a large column came down. I didn't have a camera ready but I was
able to watch and enjoy it come down. On the way back from Holgate
glacier we went out onto the open water of the North Paci c. The skipper
heard there were Fin whales not far from us. We were able to see them
mostly by their spouts. There was one time they came close and gave us
an idea just how big they are. I think I was able to get a shot, I will have to
see. I am sitting here trying to type and having a hard time. I'm acting as if I
am still on the water. Today wasn't as fun as yesterday. There really wasn't
anyone to talk to. They stayed in their own groups. On the way back to the
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myself. I like the lower because it is more stable to take pictures. I met a
couple from Vancouver and we shared a table. It was fun to talk and share
adventures. I almost hate to say it but having others to talk to made the
day. Today I was able to see humpback whales, orcas, sea otters, puf ns,
mountain sheep, harbor seals and stellar sea lions. This is the second time
I have met people from Canada more friendly than people from the good
old U S of A. It is so sad to see folks wanting to stay to themselves. So sure
others are up to no good. I tried to share a design in the ice of a glacier with
a lady standing next to me on deck, what she saw and then memicked a
st and punching someone. The ice was shaped like a spiral. I have
pictures and will share with today s blog. I hate that something so innocent
and so natural was seen in a violent way. Oh well, it is what it is. It is not
good but…

camper I stopped at a grocery store to buy some fruit and other things. I
bought Clorox to use to sanitize the fresh water tank. Day after tomorrow, I
move up to Denali. Well that is all for now

Alaska - Chill Da
Monday, July 15, 2019 4:58 A
Hello, I hope you and those close to you are well and life if good. I am
doing ne. I didn’t start the day very well. I was disappointed not to have
been able to to go out on the water again today. It was also rainy and kept
me in. Well, kept me in till I got tired of sitting around. I decided to go to Exit
glacier and walk around in the rain. It wasn’t meant to be as there were no
parking due to every space being full. Even the over ow parking was
packed. So much for that, I decided to go into town and have lunch. Yep,
halibut sh and chips. Too, there were a lot of feelings of how tired I am
being alone and doing things alone. I had one beer and lunch and went
back to the camper. As it turned out it was good. I eventually settle down on
making and publishing a video. While that was rendering, I touched up
some pictures of dust specks. The pictures make it appear the bear is
playing the rock.LOL The slide show can be seen http://mtnhighco.com/
alaska/alaska-trips-2019.html. The video can bee seen https://youtu.be/
zlXKBl6XdbQ. I could sit up all night editing pictures and reviewing video,
but, I have a 7 hour drive tomorrow from Seward to Denali NP. I have to
drive through Anchorage and Wasilla in the morning. I don’t look forward to
driving through either place. I don’t trust the drivers are cautious enough
and Wasilla always has construction. It is still raining as I write this and it is
suppose to be raining in the morning when I am trying to break camp and
get on the road. It is always tricky being alone and being able to dry off the
slide out and bring it in without getting things inside wet. Alright this is all for
now. Take care
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Alaska - To Denal
Tuesday, July 16, 2019 3:03 A
Hello, I hope you and those close to you are well and life if good. I am
doing ne. The day started pretty early. I had to get up for a minute and
when I laid back down it started to rain, not much at rst but then it started
to rain more and more. I laid there thinking of ways to keep the top of the
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slide out dry enough to bring in. Eventually, I gave up and got up to begin
the long day. I prepared breakfast with the idea I would eat on the way. Well
it started to rain even harder and I ended up eating breakfast in the camper.
It stopped after a few minutes and I was able to start to break camp. First
thing while it wasn’t raining was to get the slide out brought in. I was able to
do so and I wiped the top just for good measures. The rest would be easy
and it was, I did get a little wet but not bad. I was on my way by 7:30 this
morning. Not to bad have been up late last night working with pictures and
video. I felt pretty good. That was until I had to stop and do business. When
I got into the camper, the vent cover was open, great. So much for a worry
free drive. Every chance I had I made sure it was closed. Through the day I
was afraid I’d lose the entire cover and the back of the camper would be
drenched. I had tried to replace knobs yesterday with no success. It had to
be something else that is stripped or slipping. It would be the rst thing I
would do when settled at where I would be staying tonight. The drive
wasn’t actually to bad going through Anchorage. I timed it perfect between
rush hour and the day people getting out and about. I was in Wasilla and
through faster than I have ever driven through Wasilla. There was no road
construction to speak of. I turned off to ll up the truck for the rest of the
drive. Not many places and the one place there is has outrageous prices. I
did come across some construction and had to wait for a pilot car. I jumped
at the opportunity to check the vent cover and do business. The cover
didn’t raise up as much as previously. And I was able to take long to do
business as I began to hear cars pass. It will be out turn and I didn’t want to
delay others. I was in such a hurry, I forgot to put in the hand rail. I still had
a moment to run around secure it and run back just as the camper infant of
me pulled away. Traf c was a backed up due to one car speeding up and
then slowing way down. Eventually cars passed and it was my turn to go
around. Lucky me, it turned off.LOL Traf c loosened up after that and was a
nice drive. I had to stop at this parking pull out to nish business. I was
happy to see the vent cover had stayed down and things were dry inside It
would still have to be addressed soon than later. I made it the RV park I will
be staying out until just before I move inside the park. I am happy that
being in the Denali area has me feeling good. I was very happy it took me
no time at all to get backed into the spot assigned to me. I setup camp and
began to work on the vent. What happened is part of the gear box cover
had worked loose and is why I couldn’t get a tight seal. When I discovered
that I used a pair of vise grips to hold it in place and it worked, I was able to
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Alaska - Denali Day
Tuesday, July 16, 2019 11:54 P
Hi all, I hope you and those close to your are well and life is good. I am
ne. I have had what turned out to be a very long day. A good long day. The
day started as normal. I got up, cleaned up and had breakfast all the while
trying to do for the day. Do I take a bus into the park and if so, at what time.
Since I couldn’t make up my mind between two choices, I did some
washing to give me more time to decide. I knew what one I wanted to try for
but felt the bus would be full which I don’t like because there is no chance
to be able to move to the side animals might be on. After I had clothes
washed and put away I still couldn’t decide which time to go. I found myself
thinking of the pros and cons to each. I decided okay, more chores could
be done, I unloaded the back of the truck to get at my generator. I wanted
to let it run for a few to make sure it was operating correctly. It is getting
closer to when I will be depending on it for 5 nights, while camping at
Teklinaka Campground. The generator started right up and ran just ne. I
let it run while I went through my storage boxes and condensed things
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get a tight seal. I couldn’t keep it like that because the grips prevented the
screen from attaching properly. I thought of using the paper clip like things I
have but they were to small. I wondered if I could nd an of ce supply like
store. I was down to a 1/4 tank left so I stopped to ll up. As it turned out
where I stopped had a grocery store and hardware store side by side. How
fortunate to have both stores I wanted side by side. I found a small C clamp
to try. I bought pop and broccoli. I went back to camp anxious to try the C
clamp. I hoped it would be small enough to place without interfering with
the fan or screen. It worked and should be a good x until I return home
and able to replace the entire assembly. With that repaired it was time to
turn my attention to eating. I had thought about Prospectors and pizza but
not sure how much I would drink, I ate in. I had halibut, rice and broccoli. It
wasn’t to bad and energized me that in short sleeve shirt and shorts, I
grabbed cameras and drove into Denali to Savage river. I was able to see
the north peak of Denali and 2 caribou. I also saw several Snowshoe
hares. It feels good to be back at Denali. Well that is all for now. I am trying
to decide what time I want to take a shuttle bus into the park. I am also
trying to decide where to go. All the way out to Eilson or just to Toklat. I
guess it will depend on which is the least crowded. Take care
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since things are getting used up. I loaded the truck back up and I have a lot
of unused space, which is nice. After I had the generator put away. I ended
up calling the reservation line and found out only 4 out 30 tickets had be
purchased for the time I wanted to go. We received the announcements 15
minute boarding call, 10 minute boarding call and then nothing. I checked
the time as I used the bathroom one more time and it was 15 minutes past
the time we were due to leave. I heard fro the others scheduled to go that
there was bus issues. It was half past the hour when the buss arrived. It
wasn’t a normal, green shuttle bus. It was a tour bus. Having never been a
tour bus, it was nice to see what the tour bus is like. The bus driver
recognized me right off. I couldn’t tell as there was too much glare from the
windows. We left the Wilderness Access Center, now called Denali Bus
Depot. I hate the name change. It is to help foreigners to understand where
to pick up the bus. It is still the WAC to me. I was happy to hear since we
were leaving late we would return later. As proceeded into the park the
skies brightened. It was shaping up to be a good evening. I was happy
smoke from forest res didn’t limit our visibility. The rst animal we would
see would be a caribou walking up the road towards us. It walked right past
us. Nice way to start the day. We would then see a bull moose. It was
surprisingly very close to the road and allowed for some close ups. We
would then see a sow grizzly and two cubs. We had already seen 2 of the 4
big animals of the park. The only one missing was Dall Sheep. I hoped to
have a chance to see dall sheep at our second rest stop. I wasn’t
disappointed and we saw 2 groups of two and one group of 4. Since we left
so late we were seeing returning buses sooner than normal and it wouldn’t
be much longer the 9 of us on this bus would be the only ones this deep
into the park. When we arrived at Eielson visitor center, I have never seen it
so deserted. Since we left late we missed the visitor center being opened
so not even rangers were present. Pretty darn cool to be able to experience
this place with no one around. The whole time on the bus ride I had that
familiar feeling come back. That feeling of a pure naturally peaceful easy
feeling, calm and relaxed like I always do being at Denali. The ride back to
the park entrance was just as much fun. We would see a large group of
caribou, the bus driver called a nursery group because they were females
and young caribou. We marveled at how there were so many and why
didn’t we see them when we came through earlier. Anyway it was neat to
see so many rather than one here one there. We would come up on the
bull moose in the same spot as before. As we tried to get closer, the moose

.


crossed the road and we were blocked by willow bushes. We would see
two more grizzlies. Then as we were getting close to the park entrance we
saw a lynx cross the road in front of us moving from our left to our right.
There was no time to get a picture, it happened so fast. But we all saw it,
no doubt. KEWL!!!! We were back on paved road making our way to the
WAC and our cars when we saw another bull moose even larger than the
one we saw before. The 8 hour bus ride exceeded my expectations yet
again. I am so happy and thankful for this. I needed it after the
disappointments in Homer not being able to get back to Brooks. And the
disappointment in Seward not being able to be on the water the 3 days. I
am excited and looking forward to going out again tomorrow, it will depend
on how full the bus is, but we will see. In all, today 7 grizzly bears were
seen, several caribou, 2 golden eagles, 8 Dall Sheep and two bull moose.
That is it for today and all in all is was a fun day. Take care
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Alaska - Denali Day
Thursday, July 18, 2019 2:34 A
Hi all, I hope you and those close are well and life is good. I am ne. This
morning I went shopping to buy makings for sandwiches for 8 hours bus
rides into the park. I did go for another ride into the park this afternoon. I
was going to be the only rider. Which was bad for me because I bus driver
thought since it was just me, I would be interested in her life story. I did
nothing to give her the impression I was interested. I guess it had to do with
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when we stopped at the park check point and the volunteers and I knew
each other. I guess the bus driver and the volunteers are great friends as
well and I guess that made her at ease that we were best of friends. I’d nd
out later from another that usually when she talks, it was a one sided
conversation. I almost made it to the turn around at Eielson but when I saw
a green bus coming from the other direction, I bailed. I just couldn’t take to
much more of her talking and appearing she knew it all. The other thing
that was bothersome was the fact we we did see animals she wanted
absolute quiet. I was scolded a few times because the window made noise
when I lowered it. What? I am going to take pictures through a window? I
think not. I am glad I did jump on the other bus because it was a driver I
had never ridden with before. Too, I was able to see one of the dispatchers
that I knew, It was fun to catch up on each others life. I have to laugh
because this bus driver and I talked the entire way. I learned so much from
this driver who lives in the area year round. We had lots to talk about. We
did stop and watch a bear for a few minutes, which was so cool. A guy on a
bicycle clued us in, there was a bear up the hill. We might have been so
busy talking we would have missed it. We were both good when it came to
the last rest stop that we skipped it. I made it back to the park entrance 70
minutes early by jumping buses. It is so great to have the experience to
truly take advantage of seeing as much of the park as I can in one day. If
there is a bad vibe on one bus. Get off that bus and get on another bus. I
have no problem doing that. The day was so so as far as seeing animals.
The animals I did see were Dall Sheep, a coyote, some nice looking bull
Caribou and a couple of bears. On the way back to camp I had to nally
stop at the pizza place in the service area called Prospectors Pizzeria. I
love the Pizza here and I actually get it with little cheese as oppose to
being at home and getting double the cheese. I then felt I should leave as I
still had a four miles to drive to get back to the camper. It was another good
day all because I jumped busses. I really enjoyed the day, it was so much
fun
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Alaska - Denali Day
Thursday, July 18, 2019 11:55 P
Hello all, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am
doing good. I am well and feeling very healthy. When I went to the bus
ticket of ce, I found out if I took the bus I would normally take, Again, I
would be the only rider and the earlier bus had four riders. My thing with
being the only rider is, there are fewer eyes to spot wildlife. As it turned out,
what riders there were, were more interested in socializing. It was a day to
test my patience photography and video wise. The bus driver would creep
along very slowly trying to get a better vantage point only to end up putting
the animals out of sight and would drive on. It almost seemed like it was
deliberate so the driver could drive and talk. Not, that much could be
understood because the talking sounded more like mumbling. It came to a
point I just gave up looking for bears. So I just sat there biting my tongue. I

.
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so much wanted to say to the driver, The rst spot and stop is usually going
to be the best. It seems to me from previous years this driver did the same
thing then. Oh well. It is what it is and not much can be done. I am sorry
there are drivers that are not very rider friendly. They are just going through
the motions and really don’t care the visitor has the best possible
experience possible. Animals seen today, bears, caribou, dall sheep and
willow ptarmigan. It was a good day to see animals just not so good to be
able to get good pictures. Maybe tomorrow
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Alaska - Denali Day
Saturday, July 20, 2019 5:25 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am ne.
Today ended up being another ride into the park. I wasn’t sure I would
being tired today. I’m glad I decided to ride around on a bus than sit in the
camper all day. When I arrived to buy a ticket again, I was going to be the
only one riding this bus. It turned out there were two others but were only
going as far as an overlook. The bus driver I knew from two years ago and
will stop so pictures can be taken. We didn’t go far and we saw a cow
moose. She pretty much kept her back to us. We picked up two people that
were out camping. They were moving from one camp ground to do some
back country camping. So they weren’t going to be on the bus that long.
The next animals we saw were dall sheep. We then saw a grizzly walking
towards our direction, It didn’t get all the way to the road but close enough
to get some pictures and video, I thought was good considering most times
when animals are seen, they are a fair distance. We then saw a caribou
with very impressive antlers. On the way back out of the park another bear
was seen. And, again, close enough to the road to get some quality
pictures and video. Back on the pavement of the park road in a river bed
we were able to see a coyote. That is twice this visit to Denali I have seen
coyotes. I hadn’t seen any on prior visits. The last animal we would see is
an owl. It was end of the day and lighting wasn’t the best to get detailed
pictures. All it all it was an awesome day being in the park. It would be a
day or so before I would go in again. Tomorrow I move from one RV park to

.


another. I do not want to rush things so I am going to not ride into the park
tomorrow. I’m going to get moved and relax the rest of the day
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Alaska - Denali Day
Sunday, July 21, 2019 1:39 A
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Hi, I hope you And those close to you are well and life is good. I am ne
and life is good. Today started by waking up to hearing rain hitting the
camper. My rst thought were the same as the morning I left Seward, How
to dry the top of the slide out and bring the slide out in. By the time I was
actually ready to get out there and start breaking camp there was a light
mist. I dried the top the best I could and brought it in as fast as it would
go.LOL It is kinda like waiting, watching, and wanting the water to boil
already.LOL I forgot to dry it the top. To be honest I only thought of drying
the top of the slide out as I sit here writing.LOL I had everything done and
ready to go in good time. I actually sat at my table in the camper to eat
breakfast instead of eating on the road. I would only have to travel a few
short miles today. I had one hour to kill between checking out of the one RV
park and able to checkin at a different RV park. I thought I’d use the time at
a pull out and wash as many of the bugs off the front of my camper as I
could. Not to bad, It was a cool day and light mist at times. I had the top
cleaned, the parts I could reach, in a few minutes. I still had 30 minutes to
wait. I called the RV park and checked if it would be possible to check in
now. She said yes so I drove the rest of the way and checked in. By the
time I had camp setup, things straightened up and then cleaned up myself
it was way to lat to consider a ride into the park. I went across the street to
the Princess Denali to have a seafood salad. From previous visits and
having stayed at the Princess Denali, I had had before and really enjoyed
it. Well, I forgot about the power outage the area was experience. At the RV
park I was staying at. I was in the truck sitting waiting for 11 o’clock. I saw
the open sign light go out, I then watched as the fan stopped. I gured a
power outage. It was con rmed when people were coming out of their RVs
with bewildered expressions. Any, at the place I wanted to eat they didn’t
serve the seafood salad anymore. The place had basically turned into a
burger joint that one would order at the counter. My hamburger turned out
to be great and was a double burger. I was able to get internet access to try
to take care of business at home. I then had to leave because they were
closing, I had hoped to have had more time to spend updating this journal. I
went back to the camper to try to write but wasn’t able to get the words to
write to come to mind. I decided to go down and see if I could get a bar
stool at Prospectors Pizzeria. It being a Saturday evening I didn’t expect to
nd one, but, I was. I was able to get one day done in short order. The next
day journal entry, I was writing to negatively. I was getting distracted with
talking to others at the bar and the gal behind the bar. I decided to eat and

didn’t want pizza, I tried the denali cheese steak that was a thin hamburger,
green pepper and tons of cheese. It was served on a soggy bun because
this was so greasy. I only ate half of it. I started to go through pictures and
video as something to do hoping the feeling to write would return. I was
only able to get one day’s entry completed. I had my fair share of beer, I
was thinking it was time to get back to the camper and when I reached for
my wallet it wasn’t there. I excused myself and walked back to the camper
to get it. I paid my bill and went back to the camper, I tried to write but I was
to tired and I had no internet access, so I went to bed
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Alaska - Denali Day
Monday, July 22, 2019 2:01 A
Hi, I hope you and those close are well and life is good. I am doing ne. I
slept late this morning. I guess it was from the beers I had last night. I
cleaned up and got ready for the day. I wanted to get my propane tank lled
today. Having a gauge to tell me how much propane I had, has be a big
help. Today was the rst time I have lled up my little 20 pound tank since
June 18. I could have waited but tomorrow is going to be spent getting
checked in for the Teklanika RV & Campground and get my bus pass while
out at the campground. I also want to take a ride on a bus into the park
tomorrow. I came back to camp and proceeded to gather clothes to wash. I
had laundry started and was going to be a few so I went back to the
camper and had fruit for breakfast. After laundry was done, I did dishes
and cleaned up inside the camper. After that I had lunch and then tried to
sit down to write journal entries, I was still 3 days behind. But as I sat there
trying to think, I was getting sleepy. I laid down to nap for awhile. It wasn’t
long but I did feel more refreshed. Again, I tried to write and it wasn’t
happening. I packed laptop and came to this small cafe that I have had
good luck writing in the past. They still had complimentary WiFi which
made me happy I could nally check my email and check balances. I am
still sitting at this cafe, The Black Bear, and I have almost completed getting
caught up on journal entries and will have time to be able to go back and
add pictures to the journal entries I have already published, I might try to
get a video of being in Denali published, we shall see. At some point I will
go back to the camper and I will cook tonight. I am thinking pasta but
halibut sounds good as well. Well that is all for now, take care and may
nothing but the best nd its way to you…. Peace

Alaska - Denali To Taklanika Campgroun
Wednesday, July 24, 2019 3:31 A
Hi, I hope you and those close are well and life is good. Today was so kewl.
The moment I decided to get up and stop trying to sleep. There has been
nothing but excitement. Today I get to drive out 15 miles than most who
visit Denali. Do you have a favorite place? A place when you leave you
wonder if you’ll ever make it back? Is how I have been feeling since leaving
this campground just under two years ago. I walked about and saw so
many unused campsites. When I left and tried to get more days, they said
they were full. I was bewildered and so disappointed. I am so glad to be
back to this campground. To me it is the ultimate place to dry camp. I so
enjoyed the drive out, I was able to go at my own pace and not hold
anyone up. Not at one point was there anyone behind me. There was a bus
in front of me. I stayed far behind because the dirt road is so dry there is a
lot of dust. I used the new GoPro, sand it captured the entire drive. I am so
thrilled it turn out so good. When I reached the camp ground and found a
spot to set up. A pull through. Yes, I took the east way. I had camp set up
with the truck just right to be able to run the generator during allowed
hours. I was entertaining thoughts of trying to catch a bus farther into the
park. It is so neat to say that. I am 29 miles in on the Denali park road. But,
I xed two sandwiches and ate out side sitting in the rocking chair, I have
been cursing bringing. It is heavy for a folding chair. I tried to write after I
ate, but was sleepy and laid down for a nap. I was woken by the sound of
generators turning on. I then sat out side for a bit but the noise made me
go for a walk. I returned being hungry. I was going to cook halibut and
noddles and I did. I started my generator to share It was good. After I
cleaned up after eating. I sat outside for awhile before going to a Ranger
talk on Wolverines. It was interesting and learned some new things.
After that, I cam back to the camper and relaxed. I am writing about today
now at 10:28PM AKDT, as it is raining. I need to get some sleep because I
am ticketed for a 12 hour bus ride
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Alaska - Denali Teklanika Day
Thursday, July 25, 2019 3:04 A
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I was able to get up early enough to ride on the bus that goes out to mile
sign 96 end of the road. There was some heavy rain over night. When I
looked outside, I saw puddles. I am glad to have thought to put a towel
down where I get a leak. I was disappointed the bowl was wet. I thought for
sure I had things resolved. Back to the drawing board. I walked out to the
bus stop early. I don’t trust the drivers are sticking to the printed schedule. I
was surprised to see so many people waiting. All but 5 were able to board.
Those that did get on had con rmed seating. As I expected, I had the same
driver I had two years ago. I was surprised how much I enjoyed the
information shared about the park and experiences this time. Previously,
my thoughts were hush already. I wasn’t on the bus long and it occurred to
me, I don’t recall seeing my wallet. I thought r sure I put it in my back
pocket but it wasn’t there, then it occurred to me playing back the morning,
I didn’t recall even seeing it. I am so happy I was able to block it out and
just enjoy the now. Now was being on a bus and seeing things. It was a
very enjoyable trip. I did not see much wild life at all today. What I did see,
was golden eagles, caribou and one grizzly bear. Compared to other
scarce bear viewing days, this bear sighting was actually pretty close. I feel
it was a quality sighting. I also saw dall sheep. It was another day of not
seeing the mountain, Denali. At the last bus stop before camp, a couple
was going to walk the rest of the distance. I asked if they would mind if I
could walk with them, they said sure, so, I did. It was a good walk back to
camp and we parted ways. I heard that there was a bear seen close to
camp at the bridge this morning. Didn’t even think about but I was looking
about being alert. I was walking the trail through bushes from loop 1 to loop
2 where I am staying at the far corner away from most.LOL Well tonight
after dinner and I was cleaning up, I saw a wildlife ranger drive by. Hmm, I
wonder if the bear seen this morning paid a visit. The next time, which
wasn’t long, I heard bear. I was able to get the rangers attention and asked
if a bear has been seen, she said yes and to be alert. I said thank you and
the ranger went on. Another government vehicle drove by a short time later.
But there hasn’t been any more patrols. I am hoping the bear moved on
and all will be safe tonight. I have camp clean and trash in the bear proof
dumpster. Anything with orders sealed. There is a couple tent camping next
to me and I hope they will be safe. Once I returned to the camper my
attention turned to nding my wallet. The pack I used today was dumped
out. I checked the pair of jeans I wore yesterday. No wallet. I then dump the
other pack and still nothing. I was trying to think and replaying this morning

when it occurred to me I tossed it up in the cupboard, thinking I don’t need
this. Well that is it for today. It is 10:45PM and I want to get to sleep. I am
thinking of trying to make two bus trips tomorrow. One early morning, and
one late afternoon. We will see how motivated I will be. Take care…Peac
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Alaska - Denali Teklanika Day
Friday, July 26, 2019 5:05 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am doing
great. This is my 3rd day out at the Teklanika campground. Today, I went
out to the bus stop to take a bus into the park. The rst bus I rode on was
on the nder bump. I wasn’t comfortable at all with that. I got off and tried a
different bus. Same thing. So I, waited for a 3rd bus and success. It was on
the wrong side of the bus the left side, but I was happy to have a window
seat as the bus was full. It wasn’t long after that the couple sitting across
the isle from me got off for a day of hiking. I just needed to play it cool and
hope no one else got on the bust before the Eielson Visitor Center. On the
way out we saw a bull moose and later we saw a cow moose. Pretty cool to
see both sexes in a short amount of distance. We would see dall sheep.
We would also see lots of caribou and the bus wanted to stop and take
pictures no matter how close or how far they were. We also had a pleasant
surprise as we approached the top of stoney overlook. We saw the
summits of both north peak which is lower than the south peak, I was taken
back at how close and how high the mountain looked. Due to constant wind
from the south and heavy rains, the atmosphere was so crystal clear. Im
truly was in awe for the great one known as Denali. When we reached the
Eielson Vistor Center I was shocked at all the people. Lots and lots of
people. I went to use the bathroom and ll up both water bottles and made
my way back onto the bus and relax. I changed seats to the other side like I
hoped to. We left and I was busy looking for the one animal I haven’t seen
and that was bear. At one of the rest stops on the way back, I heard bus
drivers talking about not seeing any bears. It was one of those days for
being no bears. I didn’t despair and got bust looking for another bus to ride
back into the park. The rest of the way we didn’t see one bear. I made my
way back to my camper to relax and look for a bus I could still have time to
eat and rest as I had a headache. I decided I had more than enough time to
eat and take a little nap before riding back into the park that left the bus
stop at 6:10PM. This was also during the time generators could be used. I
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Alaska - Denali Teklanika Day
Saturday, July 27, 2019 3:07 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am doing
great. It was a very good and productive day that paid big in the end. I got
up wrestling with the idea of rushing and catching an early enough bus to
get me back to camp, similar as yesterday. In the end I just didn’t want to
rush things. I took my time getting cleaned up prepping breakfast and all. I
did rush out to get the generator running. So many batteries RV to GoPro
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started mine to charge batteries. I had a skillet breakfast and then laid
down for 20. I turned off the generator and put everything away. I walked
from the far corner of the camp area to the bus stop thinking about bears. I
didn’t get far and realized I forgot my GoPro. I walked back and retrieved it
and again was walking. This time I stayed on the road of the camp area to
the bus stop. I was happy at how energetic I was feeling. After all, I had
already be on a crowded bus for 6 hours and I am going to get and ride
another bus for another 4 hours, LOL Well, it was a good ride and there
was the bus driver, me and a couple for 4 people on the bus. We would rst
see a coyote and of course more caribou. We did see dall sheep at the
Toklat rest stop and our turn around. Two bus drivers going back to the
park entrance, said, there were bears. We looked and looked and looked
and could spot a single bear the entire bus ride. I could see caribou easy
enough but I just couldn’t spot a bear, I decided I would get back to my
normal schedule and ride the 2:00PM bus tomorrow and the next day. We
made it back to the camp area not having seen one bear all day long. I
asked the bus driver when he return back to the bus area, to talk to be
powers that be, to ask for the bears to be let out.LOL On the way back to
camp I was able to walk and talk with the campgrounds camp hosts. It was
a pleasant walk being with others. Once back in the camper, I unloaded all
the pictures on to my laptop and then went to bed. Things of note. I am
surprised how much propane is being used. I’ll have to ll up my tank again
when I get back to services. I am also surprised how much water I have
used, I started out with as full as I dare tow a loaded down camper. You
gure. A full 33 gallons of water weighing 8.34 pounds or something close
to that, loaded the camper down with an additional 275 pounds. I am
suppose to only have 406 pounds of cargo. I am showing only a third left.
So low on propane and low on water. Food and drinking water is ne

were getting low. I only had two hours to try and charge things, today and
taking the late bus would mean I would be unable to charge batteries this
evening. For the most part I was able to get all batteries charged up today. I
tried to sit in the truck to be able to work on the laptop but no charging was
taking place. It would only charge while truck is running, bummer. To stay
busy, I did some modi cations and changes to the storage are where I
keep dishes and glasses. The change makes things more spread out. I
shall see when I drive the dirt road out of here if I have only created a
mess. Stay tuned for more on that story on the 28th. Having completed
that task, I xed some lunch and then prepared the food I would take on the
bus ride today. I changed and started to the bus stop. I didn’t get far, I didn’t
have my cell phone and then I remembered I had an alarm set to go off
about now. I walked back and sure enough the alarm was going off. I made
it out to the bus stop in plenty of time. There were 5 others waiting as well. I
hoped there would be good seating for everyone. When the bus pulled up, I
didn’t even look, I let the 5 that had been waiting the longest get on rst. I
was happy they went all the way to the back. I was able to get a seat 4 rolls
back and there was plenty of room to move about if needed. We were off
and it wasn’t long and getting back to my late schedule of riding buses paid
off. We saw our rst bear of a total of eleven for the day. I was so happy to
be seeing a bear eating berries, I am thinking soap berries, I hear they
taste like soap. I’ll take there word for it. It was a cold and grey all day.
When we reached the Eielson Visitor Center, we arrived in clouds with a
very lite mist. I think this evening was the foggiest I have ever seen. It was
towards the end of the ride when we saw 3 bears on the left side of the bus
and then I spotted another on our right side of the bus. Then we went
around a curve and dall sheep was spotted. All in all it was a mellow and
bear lled day. YES!!!!
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Alaska - Denali Teklanika Day
Saturday, July 27, 2019 8:03 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am doing
great all things considered. This is my last full day here at the Teklanika
River Campground. This morning started as soon as it was permitted to run
generators. I desperately need to charge batteries and I only had two hours
to do it, from 8:00am to 10:00am. I was able to get all camera batteries
charged and even the laptop. Once things were being charged, I had

breakfast. After that I decided to get a hid start on getting things packed to
leave in the morning. Packed the generator away and everything else, I
wouldn’t it anymore due to going out at 3 this afternoon and getting back at
9pm. Generators are only allow to be ran in the afternoon between 4:00pm
and 8:00pm. I would return too late to use mine. It saves me time in the
morning. I am not going to leave till the absolute last minute. It was a great
bus ride. there was 10 of us. It was a mellow ride with seven bears seen,
one large bull moose, caribou, dall sheep. I was happy with the video I was
able to get today. When we arrived at the Eielson Visitor Center, I sat there
eating the sandwich and chips. I watched a caribou walking in the distance.
Every so often, it would look directly at me and then go back to grazing. I
would look around to see if anyone else noticed, it didn’t appear so. It was
a private moment of eating and watching a caribou living life. Life, live it. It
is so true that being in the wilderness rejuvenates the heart, the soul. It was
a relaxing ride back to camp on the bus. I was just enjoying the sights
before me and watching for animals. I wished all the best with their travels
and made my way back to camp. I transferred all pictures and video to
storage devices. I thought it would be a mellow evening not doing much of
anything. Well, the wilderness was calling and I could not ignore it. I set out
for a walk around the camp ground. I didn’t get far and came back to the
camper. I needed to retrieve my GoPro and capture my walk out to the
Teklanika River. I decided, I was going to let fear win and prevent me from
walking the river. I was the only one out there and it was 10:00PM. Believe
me, I paid close attention at all times of my surroundings. I felt comfortable
by the river and let the GoPro just capture video and the sound of the water
and wind blowing through the trees. I Turned the GoPro on me to share
some of the emotions I was experiencing. Stayed tuned. I am now back at
the camper writing about today.
It has been so great to have had the privilege to be able to stay here, I
knew at the time, when I found 5 consecutive nights that it would be. I am
feeling good as well as proud being able to make it through this camping
trip, 5 nights, being self reliant. There is no doubt, I want to do this again

.
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Alaska - Denali Leaving Teklanik
Monday, July 29, 2019 7:02 A
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Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am doing
ne. Today has been a somber day. I loved having time at the Teklanika
River Campground. I woke up to it raining. My rst thoughts were oh great,
water on the top of the slide out. It went pretty much like I thought I would
have to do leaving before it stopped long enough for me to dry the top this
time I was trying my best to keep the top dry. And did half and half, There
ended up being drops rather than puddles when I wasn’t thinking about
water collecting until I Brough the slide in and heard running water. I am so
glad I packed what I did the day before when it was dry. I hitched the trailer
to the truck in the rain. I had no idea of the expanse of the rain. But I would
soon nd out. I checked things and double checked, Made sure doing
things in the rain, I missed something. I think I was just stalling. It was hard
to have to leave this campground. But I did and I had muddy road all the
way to the pavement. I was at mile marker 29, the pavement started at mile
14. 15 miles of driving in the mud. What was bad was watching the rear
truck tires splashing mud up, on the front of my camper. I was thinking
great, “NO Washing RVs in RV parks.” I made it to the Savage River check
point where I had to turn in my pass that allowed me to drive to and only to
the Teklanika River Campground. I saw two people I knew from previous
visits to Denali and had to say hi. It was so neat. I drove the rest of the way
to the Riley Creek Mercantile to dump tanks and see about getting more
time back in the park. On the way, I saw a moose cow with a calf. That was
the only animals I saw today. While dumping the tanks, I saw the guy next
to me doing the same renting off his RV. I immediately proceeded to do the
same thing. I was happy to wash off the mud from not only the front of my
camper but propane tank and battery as well as stabilizers. I found parking
and didn’t get far, there was a sign on the front door, no RV camping site
available. I walked in the door and saw a line of 20 people deep. I thought,
never mind, I’ll believe the sign. I then proceed back to where I was at the
Rainbow Village RV Park and got settled very slowly. So slow any thoughts
of taking a bus into the park was gone. Once settled and the camper
connected to hookups, I proceed to look for internet to upload the blog
entries I wrote everyday while camping. My usual place of good internet
was lousy. I was able to pull up websites to two businesses in Homer, AK
and made reservations. I wonder if I need to say, “Reservations for what?” I
ended up coming back to the camper and buying internet. I was able to get
days out at Teklanika uploaded. The rest of the evening was spent
celebrating a successful stay at Teklanika. It feels pretty damn good to
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Alaska - Denali Day 1
Tuesday, July 30, 2019 6:04 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am doing
ne. Today has been a getting use to more people. I was slow to get going
this morning. Didn’t feel quite right, like a cold but I was feeling ne. I got
ready to go out. I wanted to buy bus tickets for today and tomorrow. Just for
fun the gal behind the counter informed me I have 32 itineraries in the
system. I guess I haven’t been here as much as I thought. Anyway, with
tickets purchased, it was on to my second stop. Drive to Healy and the
grocery store, to get Apples and bananas. I also nally thought to buy hot
chocolate. I also bought some tang instant mix. I then came back to the
trailer and tried to write but still wasn’t feeling right. I laid down for a bit, I
was woken nearly one hour later by activity in the RV park. It was time to
get up anyway and get ready for the bus into the park. I left later than I
wanted because I wanted to wash there containers I use to pack sandwich
and chips. I made lunch and was on my way. There was only two other to
start but we picked up more was we made our way into the park. It was
going to be a wet day because of all the rain there has been. It is a mixed
blessing. The rain reduces re danger, but does make for chilly nights. It
would end up being a good day, a fun day. Right from the get go, the
pressure was on. It was on when the driver I know and he knows me, said I
am good at spotting the animals. The guy that sat closest to me, we where
able to chat and I tried to be informative. Speaking of information, at
Eielson this evening, I tried to get some inside information about the
scheduled work to take place next year. It appears all might be ne. Side
note as I sit here writing about today, I had to pause due to the loud horn of
a train going by, that triggered someone’s car alarm to go off. I have one
question, can I be back at Teklanika campground? I only had the noise of a
passing river to hear. Anyway, we rst saw a bull caribou. We then saw a
grizzly bear that ended up being a quality sighting. There were a lot of
quality sightings of animals. We even saw a marmot. It was a fun day. We
ended up seeing 12 dall sheep, 4 grizzly bears and 4 moose. We naturally
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know for the very most part, can be self reliant to be able to spend ve
days disconnected. The generator did great. I was so proud of it. It started
right up, every day. That is all for now. Take care. Peace…

Alaska - Denali Day 1
Wednesday, July 31, 2019 5:29 A
Hi, I hope you and those close are well and life is good. I am ne. It was a
really enjoyable ride into and out of the park. At two different rest stops I
walked up the road and would pick me up, instead of milling about at a
place I have been to many times before. It gave me a chance to be able to
listen to the sounds. I was surprised I was able to hear the river way down
below. The day was good for quality bear sightings. At another rest stop I
again walked the road to be picked up. I was fortunate to be able to walk by
a resting bull caribou. I was able to walk by the Toklat river this second
time. I had the GoPro recording as I walked. So the day was dominated
with quality bear sightings and walking two different sections of the park
road
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Alaska - To Home
Thursday, August 1, 2019 5:32 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you heart are well and life is good!. I am
well and feeling great. I didn’t expect to due to the fact, I was going to drive
400 something miles today. It was a good drive and I enjoyed it. There was
a lot more driving in traf c, then I had been use to. I made it through most
of Anchorage in good time. I decided to take the last exit and look to ll up,
memories of Casper, Wy, still fresh, still today. It worked out as there was a
turn about and I was able to make a u turn and into the gas station, that
had diesel fuel. It was a tight ght and I think I raised some eye brows
when I was able to maneuver truck and camper in tight quarters. I made it
back onto the Seward Highway and I was off for the nal leg of the day. The
nal leg started off great. I and another following me, giving me space,
were the only ones going south. That was until a car pulled out at the last
moment. I was able to stop enough that made me feel good. But darn those
thinking a truck towing something can stop one a dime. Eventually, I was
able to shed traf c only to get more. The worse, was a double tanker
suddenly appeared in front of me. It was slow going for a long while. /When
there was space enough, the truck did pull off and I was as well as 15 other

.


fi

saw caribou as well. I am looking for another great day tomorrow. Well that
is all for now. Take care. Peace

vehicles to pass. Being able to go the speed limit didn’t last long. The rst
car of many pulled out in front of me and went slow. Ugh!! This continued
all the way to Homer. Needless to say I was in a foul mood setting up camp
this evening.LOL With things set to my liking it was off for dinner and
BEER. LOL I have also secured a place to watch the Hall of Fame Game
tomorrow. My team is playing. You know? The Broncos. I am back at my
camper writing about today. I took a break to take a minute and enjoy the
moments. I looked out my camper window and watched a Bald Eagle y,
left to right and land on a tree branch. I have been distracted from nishing
this entry because I have a good view(see picture below) I have. It ranks
2nd highest of the views I have had. Well, that is all for today. Take care

Alaska - Homer Day
Friday, August 2, 2019 5:40 A
Hi, I hope you and those close are well and life is good. I am doing good.
Today ended up being different than I expected. In the processing of
cleaning up, I didn’t the way my hair was looking being longer than I am
use to. I searched and found a place but couldn’t take me until tomorrow. I
went to the bear. viewing of ce to check in and get weighed. I came back to
the camper and gathered clothes for washing. I decided to wash the rung
mats I have. I then kept myself busy waiting for 4:00PM to watch the Hall of
Fame Game. The game urned out the way I had hoped it would. I then
came back and worked on a video. I became tired and went to bed before I
could nish editing the video

.
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Alaska - Homer Day
Saturday, August 3, 2019 5:41 A
Hi, I hope you and those you care about are well and life is good. I am
doing good. Today i was able to get a haircut. I am happy to look better. I
then went shoping for fresh fruit and vegtables, and makings for
sandwiches. I the came back and put everything away. I tried to sit to nish
a video but became hungry and went out to eat. I ate and then stopped at
the Alaska Visitor Center that had exhibits and stories of eariler times. I
then came back to nally nish the video but it was to nice with sun shining
to sit inside. I got out my chair and sat outside looking at the water. While
looking out to the water, I spotted a sea otter and then I saw more in what I

guess is a raft. I watched them for a while as well as take pictures and
video. I walked down as far as I could to get closer. After awhile I was ready
to get this video nshed and uploaded. It has been awhile since I have
uploaded a video. I nally nished it and is uploaded now. I have spent the
rest of the evening updating my travel journal of the last few days. I asm
excited to be able to go bear viewing tomorrow. It will be a long day and I
go back the next day. Not sure how much I’ll be able to update. But
Monday will be a rest day so will be able to add more then. Well that is all
for now. Take care..Peace
Video
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Alaska - Homer Day
Saturday, August 3, 2019 5:41 A
Hi, I hope you and those you care about are well and life is good. I am
doing good. Today i was able to get a haircut. I am happy to look better. I
then went shopping for fresh fruit and vegetables, and makings for
sandwiches. I the came back and put everything away. I tried to sit to nish
a video but became hungry and went out to eat. I ate and then stopped at
the Alaska Visitor Center that had exhibits and stories of earlier times. I
then came back to nally nish the video but it was to nice with sun shining
to sit inside. I got out my chair and sat outside looking at the water. While
looking out to the water, I spotted a sea otter and then I saw more in what I
guess is a raft. I watched them for a while as well as take pictures and
video. I walked down as far as I could to get closer. After awhile I was ready
to get this video nshed and uploaded. It has been awhile since I have
uploaded a video. I nally nished it and is uploaded now. I have spent the
rest of the evening updating my travel journal of the last few days. I asm
excited to be able to go bear viewing tomorrow. It will be a long day and I
go back the next day. Not sure how much I’ll be able to update. But
Monday will be a rest day so will be able to add more then. Well that is all
for now. Take care..Peace
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Alaska - Homer Day

Monday, August 5, 2019 4:32 A
Hi, I just nished another day out at Brooks today. It was great as always
but it is a bit different because I am not sleeping like I normally do on the
way back. I am to excited right now. I was able to get some great shots
today. I able to get to the falls 15 minutes faster today and I was able to get
to my favorite spot in the corner. It took me a couple of minutes to get
settled and to start taking pictures and video. I was able to get a lot of one
bear catching sh with it’s mouth. The falls platform reached capacity and I
had to leave. Even from the other platform I was able to get the bear
catching a sh. I barely had to wait before it was my turn again. It didn’t
take me long to slither my way into my favorite spot. I just had so much fun
today. I am excited to get back to the camper and start to share. I hope
what happened last night, doesn’t happen tonight and just to tired. I am
feeling better today at this time. I mean, I am writing in the plane on the
way back to Homer. Yesterday I was napping. And I still cannot get enough
being with bears. I might get a chance to go back tomorrow. I will go if they
go back to Brooks
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Alaska - Homer Day
Monday, August 5, 2019 7:07 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am feeling
great. It was another great day at Brooks Falls today. On my way to the
falls viewing platform, I saw a friend and was able to pass on a message
that the signs were seen. I was able to spend the entire time at the falls. I
captured a bit over ten minutes of video of a bear that had a snare removed
from around the neck. There is a scare that goes all the way around the
neck. It was another great day to watch the bears of Brooks Falls and
River. It seemed like there were not as many sh today. At rst there were
14 bears in sight but as the day wore on, there were less bears. I was able
to get video of one bear that was very entertaining to watch. The bear
made me laugh a couple of times today. I spent the last few minutes, I had
capturing as much of the Riffels and Falls as I could. I also took as many
pictures as I could of the bears that were visible. All in all, I enjoyed the
three bonus days I was able to get at Brooks and I am glad I went and I am
extremely excited about the pictures and video I was able to get. Like
yesterday, I am writing this on my phone. Do it now before being tired sets
in. That is all for now. Take Care…Peac

Vide

Alaska - Homer Day
Wednesday, August 7, 2019 1:19 A
Hi, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am feeling
well and life is good. Today started early again as I was going bear viewing
for the fourth time in 4 days. It wasn’t clear where the day trip would go, to
the place we ew over yesterday scouting for bears and didn’t see that
many, or, back to Brooks Falls. While I ate breakfast I peeked at the falls
bear cam. I was able to count 7 bears at the falls and kinda thought that is
where we would go. I went to the plane dock and I didn’t have to wait long
to nd out, we would be going to Brooks. I was happy about the choice.
There wouldn’t be a lot of extra walking. I am going to say, I am tired and
didn’t need the extra walking today. I packed a sandwich and a banana to
eat while ying to bear viewing. We landed and help the others to the visitor
center and I was off to the falls. I took the time to try to take pictures of a
bear catching sh. I have since realized they all came out dark. But it was
fun to try. I am glad the video came out good. I never thought I would say
this but I am glad today would be my last day bear viewing, it is the tired
talking. I just can’t believe how fortunate I am to be able to do things like
this. I am so grateful to be able to experience this. Tomorrow is going to be
a day of rest and relaxation. Well that is all for now. Take care…peace..

.
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Alaska - Homer Day
Thursday, August 8, 2019 12:03 A
Hi all, I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am
doing good. Today has been a day of rest. So to me rest means doing
chores. I wanted to have my propane tank lled. So I went to a place I
knew of that had fast service. My tank was near empty as it took 4 of 4.5
pounds of propane. On the way back I just could resist and took the truck
through a carwash. I then went back to the camper and use a damp towel
to do the touch ups. It was looking pretty good. I also was able to check for
wear and tear of over 3,000 miles. With the truck look sharp and I was
hungry I went to go have sh and chips. I then came back to the camper

and started to give the inside of the camper a good cleaning. I tried to work
on video off and on. I ended up moving the truck and preparing to hook the
camper to the truck to have less to do in the morning, After awhile I was
hungry and nothing in the camper to eat sound good. I went to get a burger
and ended up getting the steak sandwich. As I was nishing up, the pilot
guide I had 2 of the 4 days bear viewing, came in with his family. We
exchanged hellos. After another beer I was ready to get to the camper and
get some work done on the blog and video. I have ended up staying way
later than I wanted to. Well that is it for now. I am driving to Denali
tomorrow in preparations to start for home soon
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Alaska - Back to Denal
Friday, August 9, 2019 12:04 A
Hi all I hope you and those close to you are well and life is good. I am doing
great. Today I drove from Homer back to Denali. It was a good drive from
Homer. My desire to get an early start paid off. I had no traf c to delay me. I
had a scare when I looked in my sideview mirror and there was a trooper. It
was such a surprise. I had no idea where it came from and for how long it
was following me. I was going through a mental check list. What might I
have done wrong. I was so happy when there was a passing lane and he
went around, Whew!! I felt like I made good time but it took four and a half
hours to get to Anchorage. Almost to Anchorage on the Seward Highway,
there was an accident that involved a 5th wheel. It looked like it suffered
major damage to the rear. I stopped in Anchorage to ll up and I was on my
way. It was slow going through as I hit every light.LOL It was slow going
through Wasilla as well. Once I was able to get open road it was easy. Did
hit construction. I was rst in line waiting for the pilot car. I took advantage
to go to the bathroom. I didn’t have to stop again til Cantwell. I wanted to ll
up again not wanting to risk running out of gas. It wasn’t that much farther
to where I would be for the next 5 night. Once the camper was setup, it was
off to eat. I getting ready to leave and saw there was a football game on. I
watched it for a bit. I then came back to the camper and tired so I went to
sleep. I probably should have started for home but I am not feeling like
going home. Not yet. I have 5 nights to get ready to go home. I might make
another stop before leaving Alaska though. I am thinking about returning to
Valdez and another day around Prince William Sound. Well that is all for
now…Take care…Peace

Alaska - Denali Day
Saturday, August 10, 2019 6:01 A
Hi, I hope you are well and life is good. I am doing ne. I started the day
with the plan to go to the grocery store to get fruit and to get makings for
sandwiches for bus rides into the park. I was able to get the grocery store
and got what I needed. I made my way back to the camper and I wanted to
get a new video produced from my day trips to Katmai. So that is how the
day was spent. I had little interest in riding a bus. I worked and worked and
nally was able to get the video produced. I was happy over all with the
video. I was anxious to get the video uploaded. I kept trying to upload at the
RV park but wasn’t going to happen. I ended up going to the McKinley Park
service area to nd internet. I was able to nd good enough internet to
upload the video as well as travel journal entries. I was happy and made
my way back to the camper. I was tired and decided to call it a night. That
was all for today. Not much…Take Care…Peace
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Alaska - Denali Day
Sunday, August 11, 2019 6:29 A
Hi, I hope you are well and life is good. I am doing ne. I started the day
with the plan to go for a bus ride into the park today. As the morning went
on I found myself wanting to edit video and try to update my travel journal,
more. Except for two hour to drive into Denali and to Savage River. I
enjoyed the drive and was able to see a moose, a cow. I left before the
place became crowded. I made my way back to the camper just in time. It
started to rain and rain heavy for the area, It didn’t last long. I have enjoyed
the last couple of days of staying in camp. It is helping me to come to terms
on heading for home. I can’t believe how fast my time in Alaska has
passed, I was able to get another video produced and is ready to be
uploaded tomorrow. I have been able to get a couple journal entries
completed as well. I will drive to the service area to be able to upload. Well,
that is it for now. Take care…Peace
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Alaska - Going Hom
Tuesday, August 20, 2019 5:23 A
WOW!!!! What a past 5 days. I was thinking about going home. Just for
grins, checked weather forecasts. I saw snow akes for yesterday and
today on the route I would go. Nope! Not towing a camper. Kinda like a sign
I saw as I was exiting British Columba, Canada, today. It was a speeding
sign, it said, "How much you willing to lose." Anyway. I took off the next
morning, driving 10 hours. The thing I didn't think about when i made
reservation, the time change, it was going to be 1 hour later. Oh shoot. I
was so fortunate to have little traf c and fairly good roads, and I made it.
Friday was all about stopping at Watson Lake, YK and the sign forrest to
see if I could nd the sign I put up in memory of my mom. It just blew me
away, two years later, I walked right to it. WHOA!!!!!! I took a pic of me with
the sign. I was walking away and decided to walk back. I gave the sign a
kiss like a kiss on your mom's cheek. I felt so great. I went then drove back
the 22 KM, to where I was going to stay the night and rest. I went down the
Stewart-Cassier Highway(37) in one day. oh yeah, i need to mention I have
been in a daily rain since last Monday, lots of getting wet and have a ball.
LOL Yesterday, I stopped early so I could make adjustments in sway bar
and was able to get it done very quickly. Right now as I write this i am in
extreme southern Alberta Canada, having driven 93 down from Jasper, AL
to Banff and east to Calgary. Just the south side of the ice elds was a
large turn out and no one was there. I stopped and had an instant oatmeal
brunch.<BEG> It was so kewl. I need to say. Banff is not friend to those
towing a camper. Very tight to get in and out of gas stations. Anyway...I'm
not done. Tomorrow in the the lower 48 and YS for a day. I wanted more
but 2 nights RVing is all I could nd/get...I'm feeling great and I hope you
are too
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Alaska - Almost Hom
Thursday, August 22, 2019 10:18 P
I am so glad I fought my way through demons and fears and went to Alaska
this summer...Do you know I almost turned back a half day away from

.
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Alaska? Words from a stranger encouraged me to go on...I owe that
stranger a bunch..
The best parts were seeing bears and camping at Telanika camp ground
ve nights, Denali National Park, somewhat unplugged. My only source of
electricity was my generator. There was no cell service and de nitely no
internet. I loved being there for 5 nights, it was so easy. Next year I want to
go for 8 nights. I am so over joyed with the bear photos and video I was
able to capture...I met so many good people tho I bet they were thinking
shut up already....ROFLMA
Rushing down the Alaska Highway like I did due to snow warnings, was a
blast. I stepped out of my comfort zone, driving a harder road, to tow a
camper, and loved every moment of it. I have to say it again, the town of
Banff is not trailer friendly, everything is so compact and tight ts, if at all
possible with gas. I would wait to the next town
The truck ran great and besides two minor issues and xes to the trailer, I
xed myself, the trailer exceeded expectations. I was pretty pleased with
my engineering to come up with xes. One was xed with gorilla tape and
the other x was with the use of a C-clamp purchased in Healy, Alaska, I
found at a hardware store. Both are still being used today
I used the truckers lanes at truck stops twice to ll up on diesel exhaust
uid
Depending on the weather I'll be home by the middle of next week
I am starting to think about being home…

